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Committees and individual residents are asked to contact Mary Legreid to schedule the 

clubhouse for meetings or other activities: 

302-834-2378   or  mrlegried@gmail.com  

This publication is written by and for the residents of the Village of Long Creek.   

Contact Cheryl Werner, Editor, with suggestions or comments. 

302-834-1473  or  cherylwerner@verizon.net 

mailto:mrlegreid@gmail.com
mailto:cherylwerner@verizon.net
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From the Board 
 

Dear Friends, 

Your emails have been flooded with lots of files this summer and early September with information on 

the many challenges we face at this time.  Know that many VOLC MC Members are actively working on 

our mutual needs--basins that work well and will not cost us more than normal maintenance and verify-

ing the final elements with DelDOT before the roads/sidewalks are turned over to us. 

Basins and Driveways/Sidewalks 

The Department of Land Use (DLU) is helping us with corrections to Basins #7 and #5.  We are also in 

discussion about Basin #4 as all three basins used that terrible compost source (company put out of 

business off # 495).  We are missing thousands of herbaceous plants and about 40 trees (living ones, 

we mean), as the dead ones have “adorned” our common area for way too long.  We know there is a 

new person working with DLU to help get us what we need in the common areas--Chip O’Connor, Open 

Space Coordinator.  Councilman Tackett visited the VOLC recently and has since asked DLU for a bullet 

list of all that has to be done yet. 

We know that DelDOT has a separate legal agreement with the builder (see website) whereby many 
sidewalks/driveways will be left non-ADA compliant.  We have reached out to our elected officials 
and asked them what they can do now to help us.  We hope to get them here to listen to our needs, to 
see the issues we are facing, and to tell us how they will help us resolve these issues.  We have con-
tacted Councilman Dave Tackett, dltackett@nccde.org, Representative Earl Jaques, 
earl.jaques@state.de.us, and Senator Bethany Hall-Long, bethany.hall-long@state.de.us.  We will keep 

you informed of any meetings as we are made aware of their schedules. 

Identification of Future Needs 

There was good discussion at the September Board meeting of immediate and long-term needs.  The 

main issues before us include (not in any order):  a streetlight in front of the clubhouse; making it safe 

to walk on the tree lawn area in front of the clubhouse; putting up a no solicitation sign; beautifying 

the entrance to the VOLC; watering the new tress/shrubs/grass expected from the developer; sound-

proofing the clubhouse; renting tents and/or expanding the clubhouse, etc.  See the full report that will 

accompany the Agenda for the VOLC MC meeting on 10/13/16.  More input is needed and all comments/

suggestions are welcome. 

VOLC MC meeting dates: 

October       13    --  Explanation of contracts being considered (if available) 

November   10    --  Detailed budget explanation; question and answer time 

December      1    --  Budget 2017 vote 

January 2017       --  no Board Meeting 

February 2017     --  no Board meeting 

In 2017  - -it is probable that the VOLC MC could vote on a budget in November. 

 

mailto:dltackett@nccde.org
mailto:earl.jaques@state.de.us
mailto:bethany.hall-long@state.de.us
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From the Board (cont.) 

 

Special Thank You to our own:  While we will continue to thank those who help so much at each of 

our meetings, we take this time to thank some of our residents here: 

 

The Governing Documents Committee-- You need to hear the work they have done on our behalf from 
them… Come to the meeting on 10/13/16 to understand the background, current work, and NEXT 
STEPS.  Kudos to that great team! 
There is no way to count up the number of hours they have spent organizing the Voice of the Commu-
nity, running the Community meetings, writing, editing, rewriting, checking the law, formatting the 
documents, etc., that they will bring forward for a vote soon to the entire community.  Their hours 
have been long and consistent for more than one full year.  Stand up and applaud their dedication to 
service!  Thanks so much to each one:  Odette Haight, Barb Doto, Mary Legreid, Melody DeVoe, 
Linda Trach, and Mary Ohara.  Others who worked on this committee over these months include:  
Maria Tricarico, Jane Crowe, Guy Werner, Paul Wellborn, Susan Brubaker and Patti Abernethy. 
 

 
 Happy Fall to every one and a safe family-holiday time through the end of 2016! 
 

 Sincerely, 

 Pam Smith, Ray Krout, Ken Smith, and Patti Abernethy 

 

Committee News 

     The minutes of all committee meetings can be found on the VOLC website.   

http://volcde.wix.com/volc     Click the Documents button on the upper bar. 

 

Activities: Below are some of the events your Clubhouse Activities Committee has planned for the 

remainder of 2016. 

October 

Saturday, October 8 at 5:00 PM -  Soup, Salad and Brownies – $5:00 per person – Soups, salads, dessert 
and non-alcoholic drinks provided.  The menu is still being worked on but there should be something 

for everyone.  Oh, and let’s not forget the crusty bread and butter! 

Sunday, October 30 at 4:00 PM – Happy Halloween Hour and Birthdays!  Costumes optional (clothing 

mandatory!) 

 November 

There will only be a Happy Hour in November due to Thanksgiving being a busy time. 

Happy Hour/Birthday Celebration on Friday, November 11 at 6:00. 

We will be decorating the Clubhouse on Saturday, November 26.  Time is still to be decided. 

http://volcde.wix.com/volc


 

 

Committee News (cont.) 

 

December 

December is usually a busy month so we decided to make it even busier! 

The December Holiday Party is on Sunday, December 11 at Embassy Suites.  More in-
formation, including cost and menu will be coming in October.   Entertainment will in-
clude the First (hopefully) Annual VOLC Talent Show.  Please contact Mary Legreid if 

you are willing to share your talents at this event. 

December Holiday House Tours – This was so successful last year, we decided to do it 
again.  Look for an email later this Fall asking for those who want to open their holi-
day/winter decorated homes up to their neighbors.  The date is Saturday, September 17.  Times are 

still to be decided but we are planning sometime in the afternoon.   We will have 2 sessions again. 

We’ve chosen the December charity to be Toys for Tots.  So, take advantage of those sales for new 

toys as they come up! 

Did we forget the December birthdays?  No, No!  This year’s December Happy Hour/ Birthday Bash will 
be combined with the VOLC New Year’s Eve Party!  To accommodate the early birds and the night 

owls, the Happy Hour will start at 7:00 PM on New Year’s Eve and run until ????    

 

Communications:  Committee 

members  reached out to the community of-
fering help in accessing and navigating the 
community website.  A session designed for 
portable devices was held on September  27, 
and individual sessions were also held in resi-

dents’ homes.   

If you would still like help in getting to the 
website or in what to do once you get there, 

contact any member of the committee.   

 

 

 

The Emergency Phone Chain lists can be found on 
the Community Website under Documents, Resident 
Directories, where you will be prompted for our 
password (volc19702.)   Hard copies will also be 
placed in mailboxes.   A test run will be conducted 
in the next few weeks.  Kindly follow the directions 

that accompany the lists. 
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Berlin Young was happy to have Bob Green-

blatt  help her out with the website. 

 

At left, Tom Skelly helps Odette Haight put a VOLC 

icon on her home screen. 
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Jean and Tom 

Skelly’s birthdays 

this year were of the 

“special” type, and 

they decided to cele-

brate with a family 

photograph.  Jean 

made arrangements 

for all four children 

and nine grandchildren 

to gather on the beach 

at Lewes to mark the 

event.    

FAMILY! 

 

Skellys came from South Carolina and Colorado as well as Middletown and North Wilmington. To have 

them all in the same place at the same time brought Jean to tears. VOLC’s own professional photogra-

pher, Pat Crowe, took the beautiful family portraits.    

Later, daughter Debbie, surprised them with a big beach party.  More family members and friends joined 

in the celebration, serenading them on the beach.  It was an affair to remember! 
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(Family Cont.) 

Cheryl and Guy Werner proudly welcomed 

their first grandchild, Garrett  Michael Werner, 

on September 4th.  Son, Guy Garret III and 

wife, Sarah, live in Harpers Ferry WV. 

Janet and Stan Sanders’ grandson, 

David, turned a year old on September 4.  

He’s all dressed up for the occasion.   

Wedding bells rang when Tom Novak and 

Mark Conway tied the knot on  August  18th, 

after 26 years together.  A reception was held at 

La Casa Pasta with Linda Trach in attendance to 

wish them well.  Congratulations, Mark (at left)  

and Tom!  

Sue and Fran Bifano’s grandson, Paxton 

Francis Bifano, is shown in his new rocking chair 

made by his Uncle Darryll. The cashmere afghan 

knit by Grandma Sue from a family pattern is 

draped on the back.  Can we say “heirlooms”? 



  around the At left—She said “Yes!”   Maria 

and Lenny Tricarico’s 

daughter, Maria, recently re-

ceived a wedding proposal from 

long-time boyfriend, Kevin, at a 

music concert.  She excitedly 

accepted, much to the delight 

of nearby music-lovers.   No 

date has yet been set.  Best 

wishes, Maria and Kevin!  (And 

Congratulations to Mother-of-

the-Bride-to-Be Maria and Proud 

Papa Lenny too!) 

Carol and Donnie Thompson’s grandson, Colin,  celebrated his 2nd birthday right here at 

the Thompson’s home on Saturday, September 24.  Looks like a good time was had by all! 
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(Family Cont.) 

Personals 
Sharon and Bob Dickol would like to thank the community for the many kind words and cards of sympa-
thy they received following the death of Sharon’s father on September 21st.  Your thoughtfulness was 

greatly appreciated. 

 

Joanie Holstein would also like to thank the community for the thoughtful card and healing thoughts sent 

her way.  And for welcoming her at our activities.  “It means a lot to me! Thanks!” 



Page 9 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   around the 

 

Dollar Dog Night (at 

right) was held on Sat-

urday evening, July 

16.  Attendees en-

joyed hot dogs grilled 

by Ray Search, and 

salads from Harpers in 

Middletown.  Lots of 

favorite team logos 

were displayed (and a 

few good-natured 

barbs too!)  . 

 

Above, Christine Killian, Nancy Halbedl, Lenny Tricarico 

and Gary Legreid share pizza and conversation at the PJ 

Party.   

Due to Tropical Storm, Hermine, the annual Labor Day barbecue was held at the clubhouse after prepara-

tions had been made to hold it at St Margaret of Scotland Church.  With a lot of hard work on the part of 

the Activities Committee, it all went off without a hitch. 

Above—Wanda Search sells tickets for the Super 50/50, won this year by Joe Lemanski. 

 
Residents gathered for pizza, ice 

cream, and a good cause on August 20, 

for VOLC’s 3rd annual Pajama 

Party.  Admission for the event 

was a pair of children’s pajamas 

and a book.  The items were do-

nated to the Delaware Chapter 

of the Pajama Program which 

distributes them to children in need.  

Good-natured committee members and 

others sported pjs to add to the fun. 
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July Birthday Babies, Cheryl Ford, Nancy Ferrara, and 

Cathy Brindle share a laugh as they were serenaded with 

a rendition of Happy Birthday.  Cake and ice cream were 

served, of course! 

Ron Dreibelbis holds his birthday cup-

cake as he was feted for his  August 4th 

birthday.   

 

The happy trio of Nancy Halbedl, Brook Kortvelesy, and 

Cheryl Werner celebrated their September birthdays. 

VOLC was represented at the Moving for Melanoma 

5K Walk on September 18, at the Wilmington Water-

front.  At right:  Cheryl Werner, Sonja and Joe 

Lemanski, and Lee Morris.  They all finished! 

(Clubhouse cont.) 
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At Home  
With Jo Ann Skidmore and Richard Cutone 

Working on the railroad...  

 

...And then working some more.  With Richard Cutone's 

hobby, he's never done!  Recently, he and Jo Ann 

Skidmore (Jo) showed off the intricate miniature train 

set-up that occupies most of their large basement. 

Richard bought his first 

model train with his own 

money at the age of 15, and 

now, encased in glass, it oc-

cupies a prominent spot in 

their home.  His collection 

grew over the years, and 

when he and Jo moved here 

about eight and a half years 

ago, he had the space to 

really expand!  His large 

hand-built tables hold dozens 

of trains that travel yards 

and yards of track - up and 

over hand-made mountains, 

on through plaster-of-paris 

tunnels, down into villages, 

passing under a working bascule/draw bridge, and chugging on past billboards, buildings and lamp-

lights!  All with sound and light to match!  There are diners, municipal buildings, a working lumber-

yard, and a haunted house with a flying witch and a pop-out ghost.  One of the most unique and popu-

lar sections for visitors is a functioning, lighted amusement park.  Fer-

ris wheels turn, bumper cars bump, and scramblers scramble.  It's all 

quite a sight! 

Richard's hobby actually led him to Jo.  After his wife passed away, 

one of his "train friends" invited him to a Widow/Widowers' Meeting 

sponsored by a group Jo had joined after her husband died.  These 

days, although the train hobby remains Richard's alone, Jo enjoys tell-

ing about it as much as he does.  She has found her own hobbies  

Jo and Richard at the railroad control box.   
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(At Home cont.) 

and enjoyment while Richard is at his.  Her current 

pastimes include puzzles of all kinds, including 

crossword, jigsaw, and Sudoku.  They both play 

poker in the clubhouse on Saturday nights, and Jo 

volunteered as a dealer for the Newark Senior Cen-

ter poker fund raiser once a month in 2006 and 

2007 (and, graciously, at our own VOLC Casino 

Night.)  An avid card player, she loved competing 

in Duplicate Bridge Tournaments.   

Richard was born in Washington DC, moved here as 

a teenager, and attended a vocational high school.   

He's proud of his 42 years in the Electricians' Local 

and his trade has served him well.  In addition to 

connecting hundreds of wires and dozens of trans-

formers to move his own trains with light and 

sound, he has repaired trains for others.  He and a 

friend installed the train set at AI DuPont Chil-

dren's Hospital.  They maintained it for years be-

fore hospital electricians took it over.   

Louisiana-born and raised in Orange, Texas, Jo went to business school and quickly found work as an 

executive secretary.  She arrived in 

DE via her husband's transfer with 

DuPont.  Her children grew up here, 

and she now has three granddaugh-

ters and five great-grandchildren in 

the area.  In the '60's and 70's, she 

took private oil painting classes and 

a few of the paintings she kept are 

on the walls of her home.   

Visitors are also delighted to see 

Richard's Hess truck collection.  Jo 

says he only buys them for the great-

grands now, who call him Papa Choo 

Choo.  And her sewing these days, in 

a room set aside in the basement, is 

also used just for the little ones.  Their living space is furnished and arranged to accommodate big fam-

ily gatherings, which they both love.  They agree that life is good, VOLC is the place to be in retire-

ment, and that the miniature railroad adds a bit of spice! 

 Story—Cheryl Werner 

Photos—Bob Greenblatt 

    Richard’s workroom holds not only supplies but    

all of the trains’ boxes, since he knows that will in-

crease their value if they are ever sold. 
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OLD FRIENDS MEET AGAIN 

By Joe Strasser 

I graduated from the US Naval Academy in June, 1963 and 

two days later I was flying to Buenos Aires, Argentina to 

take part in an exchange program with the Argentine Navy.  

I was to be the only North American to participate in the 

program, along with representatives from Brazil, Paraguay, 

Peru and Uruguay. Both the Argentine Army and Air Force 

would also be represented.   

As I flew to Argentina, I had visions of embarking in a cruiser 

or destroyer; however, when I arrived in Buenos Aires I dis-

covered that would not be the case.  I would spend the next 

six months on a sail training ship during her maiden voyage. 

What a surprise! 

Upon my arrival in Argentina, I immediately embarked on 

the FRAGATA LIBERTAD (Liberty Frigate).  LIBERTAD was, at 

the time, the largest sailing ship in the world, measuring 

309 feet in length. She had 27 sails and four masts. She was, 

and still is, a training ship and the Argentine naval cadets spend 

the fifth year of their naval school aboard this ship. Faculty are 

embarked during the cruise and the ship is equipped with class-

rooms. 

The voyage I was to experience had 51 cadets aboard in addition to the normal crew of 269 officers, petty officers 

and sailors. During any given week, half of the cadets would be in class, and the other half would be working on 

various projects throughout the ship. Every week or so they would switch positions. 

We departed Buenos Aires on a Sunday afternoon in June just as a storm was making itself felt. There was a chaplain 

on board, and Mass was held on the main deck. There were no chairs so everyone stood during the Mass on a deck 

moving a great deal in the very rough seas. I can tell you there was one gringo on board who didn’t feel very well for 

the first few days. Once I felt better, I was looking forward to an incredible experience. 

The Argentine Navy spends most of its time in South American waters; therefore, this time the cadets had an oppor-

tunity to see many parts of the world that they would not normally see. The ports of call combined to make this 

cruise a truly wonderful journey. 

Our first port visit was to Recife, Brazil, where for the first time in my life I saw real poverty. Ports of call that fol-

lowed included San Juan, Puerto Rico; Boston; Bermuda; Lisbon, Portugal; Le Havre, France; Hamburg, Germany; 

London, England; Cadiz, Spain. Dakar, Senegal; Rio de Janeiro, Brazil; Montevideo, Uruguay and Buenos Aires, arriv-

ing back there, as the home port, in December. 

At the time of the cruise, Barbara and I were engaged and she was finishing her final year of college. Since Boston 

was the only port of call in the US, my parents and Barbara decided to drive to Boston from New Jersey to meet the 

ship. As they were waiting on the pier for the ship to dock in Boston, a gentleman approached them to ask who they 

were and why they were there. 

 

My mother told them that she and my father were the parents of the only North American on board and the young 

lady was the fiancée of the young man. It turned out that the man asking the questions was a photographer for one 

of the national wire services. He said he had an idea and would seek the ship captain’s permission to carry it out. 

Libertad officers welcomed  

Joe, his granddaughter, Emily and great 
nephew, Matthew. 
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The cruise was one of the true highlights of my life. I flew home to New Jersey on Dec. 21st, spent Christmas 

with Barbara and my family and began my career on a US Navy ship in California. I have seen the LIBERTAD sev-

eral times since the December 1963 Day when I departed Argentina. On one occasion, again in Boston, Barbara 

and I reenacted what is known in Argentina as “the kiss,” close to the 50th anniversary of the first kiss! 

 

Over the years Barbara and I have visited LIBERTAD in US ports such 

as NY, Newport, RI, Baltimore, MD and of course, Boston. I thought 

that perhaps we had seen her for the last time several years ago. 

However, on June 17th of this year (2016) we went to NY for a 

granddaughter’s eighth grade graduation. When we arrived our son-

in-law said he had seen an article that reported a ship was tied up 

next to the USS INTREPID, on the Hudson River and it was the Ar-

gentine Frigate LIBERTAD. The following day would be the last one 

permitting visitors aboard as the ship was headed for a 20 day voy-

age at sea en route to the Netherlands. 

 

Our son-in-law offered to drive us into Manhattan if we wished to 

go. A quick e-mail to an Argentine Admiral friend, his phone call to 

the Captain of the ship followed, and the visit was arranged! Bar-

bara, our son-in-law, Matt Long, granddaughter Emily, and great-

nephew, Matthew drove into the City on Friday with great anticipa-

tion. We only had casual clothes, while the ship had an honor guard 

to meet us. The captain gave us a tour and LIBERTAD is still excep-

tionally beautiful. 

 

Not wishing to take 

much time when the 

ship was preparing to 

sail the following day, we looked around the ship quickly to verify 

that she was in excellent condition. We also had a visit to the Cap-

tain’s cabin for refreshments. The cabin is beautifully outfitted and 

as I sat there, I could not help thinking of the day in November 1963 

when the ship’s first commanding officer, Captain Ferrari, called me 

into his cabin to inform me of President Kennedy’s assassination. 

 

While our visit to LIBERTAD was short, it was still most enjoyable. 

The two youngsters in our group were especially impressed with the 

beauty and charm of the ship. This was a totally unanticipated opportunity to see my first ship and receive a few 

souvenirs of our visit. We departed knowing we had visited and seen an integral part of Navy history. 

 

To this day, I still keep in contact with many of the then cadets who are now retired naval officers. What a 

thrill  it was to once again walk the decks of a great friend and my first ship. 

Once the ship was docked and the ship’s brow (ladder) was in place, I started down and Barbara started up. 

We met half way and kissed several times.  The resulting picture appeared in newspapers across the country. 

We heard from friends in states as far away as California who had seen the picture. 

(Old Friends cont.)

Joe and Barbara with officer from the 

Libertad. 
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 Barb Carter’s Fall 

Movie Review 

Hell or High Water 

Chris Pine, Jeff Bridges, Ben Foster 

Directed by David Mackenzie 

Rating:  A- 

  

 Thank heaven the summer blahbusters 

are gone and we have space in the theater listings for real movies.  This is a small film, not a flashy 

one, which might have done even better with a release later in the year to draw some attention from 

awards panels.  

It’s West Texas, about as ugly and burned out a place as you’ll ever see, and there are two 

brothers (Chris Pine and Ben Foster) robbing banks.  But they’re robbing specific banks and it seems 

as if they’re taking a specific amount of money from each one.  Toby (Pine) is new at this but his 

brother (Foster) is an ex-con with just enough experience and meanness to make him dangerous.  

They grew up poor, “Like a disease,” Pine’s character says, and they mean to fight back against the 

banks that helped make them poor and cash in on the valuable land their dead mother has left them.   

The pattern and character of the robberies rouse the interest of Marcus (Jeff Bridges), a Texas 

Ranger who is fighting the mandatory retirement policy of the department.  Marcus has a feeling, and 

his feelings have paid off before.  He convinces his partner to go along with him as he tries to predict 

the time and place of the next robbery, all the while trying to puzzle out the motives of the brothers.  

Jeff Bridges shows every day of his 66 years as the Ranger who is not going to go quietly into retire-

ment, and Chris Pine proves he’s more than just a pretty face.  The dialogue and acting here are quite 

good for such a quiet film, and the setting is more contemporary than you would imagine, given our 

nation’s current economic and social state.  

It’s really a Western wrapped up as a crime drama, and the end is more satisfying than either 

would normally be.  I won’t give that away, but if you see this film, pay attention to Bridges’ charac-

ter in particular.  His acting is effortless, but they don’t give out Academy Awards to actors 

who mail it in.  He really inhabits Marcus.  The film is also a chance for Chris Pine to expand 

his resume and prove he has some range.  I look forward to his next work.  
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AARP's list of Fall Movies to See  
(Descriptions from film critics, courtesy of film studios) 

 

Sully’ (Opens Sept. 9)   "Nobody plays a hero like Tom Hanks (Saving Private Ryan), and nobody 

brings heroism to the screen more vibrantly than director Clint Eastwood (Flags of Our Fathers). They make the per-

fect team to tell the story of airline pilot Chesley “Sully” Sullenberger, who safely landed his crippled airliner on the 

Hudson River in 2009, saving 155 lives. Laura Linney costars as Lorraine Sullenberger." — Keith Bernstein/
Courtesy of Warner Bros.  

 ‘Snowden’ (Sept. 16)   "The world wants to know: Will director Oliver Stone make an unqualified hero 

of NSA whistle-blower Edward Snowden (Joseph Gordon-Levitt)? Or will this be a more complex portrayal, along 

the lines of Stone’s unexpectedly nuanced take on George W. Bush in W.? The fine cast includes veterans Nicolas 

Cage, Melissa Leo, Tom Wilkinson and Joely Richardson. "— Keith Bernstein/Courtesy of Warner Bros.  

‘Denial’ (Sept. 30)   "In 1996 American historian Deborah Lipstadt was sued for libel by notorious Holo-

caust denier David Irving, a British writer. Denial brings alive that sensational court case, starring Rachel Weisz as 
Lipstadt and Timothy Spall (Wormtail in the Harry Potter movies) as Irving. Two-time Movies for Grownups Award 

winner Tom Wilkinson costars as Lipstadt’s lawyer. "— David Lee/Courtesy Lionsgate 

‘The Birth of a Nation’ (Oct. 7)   "It’s no accident this film shares its title with the most racist Hol-

lywood film ever made — D.W. Griffith’s 1915 paean to the Ku Klux Klan. Playing Nat Turner, the literate slave 
who led a bloody slave rebellion in 1831, cowriter-director-star Nate Parker thoroughly demolishes any last traces of 

nostalgia for the Old South. Armie Hammer costars as the plantation owner who comes to regret letting Turner learn 

to read. "— Laurie Sparham/Bleecker Street 

‘The Accountant’ (Oct. 14)   "Some of our favorite actors have played accountants: Gene Wilder in 

The Producers, Ben Kingsley in Schindler’s List. Now Ben Affleck stars in this tense thriller as a gifted number 

cruncher who cooks the books for mobsters, and J.K. Simmons is the Fed pressuring him to work for the good guys. 

Jeffrey Tambor and John Lithgow costar." — Courtesy Fox Searchlight Pictures 

‘Deepwater Horizon’ (Sept. 30)   "Almost lost in coverage of the 2010 eco-disaster that followed 

the Deepwater Horizon oil-rig explosion was the fact that 11 people lost their lives. Another 110 survived, thanks to 

heroic acts by rescue teams and fellow crew members. Director Peter Berg (Lone Survivor) calls on John Malkovich, 
Mark Wahlberg and Kurt Russell — costarring for the first time with Kate Hudson, daughter of his longtime partner, 

Goldie Hawn — to tell this very human story. "— David Lee/Courtesy Lionsgate 

 ‘Inferno’ (Oct. 28)   "Wish we’d paid closer attention in art appreciation class: Tom Hanks returns as au-

thor Dan Brown’s globe-trotting art expert, Robert Langdon — this time tearing around Florence, Italy, to decipher 

clues that can stave off a worldwide plague. Ron Howard directs his third Langdon caper; Felicity Jones plays a doc-

tor who may or may not be on the side of the angels." — Chuck Zlotnick, Courtesy, Warner Bros. 

‘Loving’ (Nov. 4)   Loving v. Virginia was the 1967 U.S. Supreme Court ruling that declared it unconstitu-

tional to ban racially mixed marriages. Joel Edgerton and Ruth Negga play Richard and Mildred Loving, the Virginia 
couple who changed the course of history by refusing to let racism write the final chapter of their love story." Di-

rected by Jeff Nichols (Mud). — Jonathan Prime/Courtesy Sony Pictures 

 

 

 

 

http://www.imdb.com/title/tt0120815/
http://www.aarp.org/entertainment/movies-for-grownups/info-2016/movies-for-grownups-awards-news.html
http://www.aarp.org/entertainment/movies-for-grownups/info-2016/susan-sarandon-and-jk-simmons.html
http://www.imdb.com/title/tt1091191/
http://www.aarp.org/politics-society/history/info-2015/great-love-stories-romances-photo.html
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VOLC Travels 
Lois Inglisa has had one busy traveling summer!  On a re-

cent trip to New Orleans, she held and petted a 4 year old alli-

gator (left) after riding on a 

flat-bottom boat into the 

swamps. Lois’ standoff with 

a dragonfly named Albert 

(right) turned out to be a 

highlight of her trip. 

Lois often travels with the  

senior group "Cecil Travel-

ers.”   She says, “We also 

had alligator gumbo. This was not to be my favorite dinner.”  

Other sights included the  'Houmas House  Plantation & Gar-

dens'  with 500 and 600 year oak  trees and The Cathedral-

Basilica of St. Louis, King of France, the oldest cathedral in the US and also The National WWII Museum.   

Then, in September, came her trip of a lifetime: The Grand Canyon and other western landmarks.  “We flew 

into Phoenix and were greeted with a sand storm and a hot 107 degrees.  Before arriving at the south rim of 

the Grand Canyon, we saw Montezuma’s castle and the red rocks of Sedona. During our two days at the Can-

yon, we ate breakfast at historic El Tovar Lodge. Each view 

was more beautiful than the one before. We saw California 

Condors soaring in the sky over the canyon. Then, it was on  

to the Navajo Nation and a drive through Monument Valley 

where many Western movies have been filmed. Later that 

day, we drove to the little town of Kanab, called Utah’s lit-

tle Hollywood, since more than 100 movies and TV shows 

have been filmed here 

 Then off to Lake Powell, Glen Canyon Dam, and Bryce can-

yon.  I walked up to 8,079 feet could not make the last 24 

feet to ‘Inspiration Point’. We saw the “hoodoos” -  fantastic 

red, orange, and pink limestone spirals. I cannot describe 

this view— marvelous, unbelievable!  A storm 

moved in and we were in a major hail storm, the 

road was covered in a few minutes. Soon, it is off 

to Zion National Park at the floor of the canyon. 

While in Las Vegas we visited the Hoover Dam.  I 

walked half way across the Pat Tillman – Mike O 

Callaghan Bridge overlooking the Hoover Dam. 

Then down into the parkway, walked out on the 

top of the Hoover Dam, and then down 700 feet to 

see the line of many turbines.  This trip showed 

me the greatness of the U.S.A.” 
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Cheryl and Guy Werner took a late sum-

mer cruise from Boston to Montreal with Holland 

America .  The ship stopped at one port in Maine 

and then headed to Canada for some scenic beauty.   

At left, is Charlottetown, Prince Edward Island, 

Canada.  Above, Peggy’s Cove in Halifax, Nova Sco-

tia, one of the highlights.   

 

At left, Ray and Mim Krout are shown helping their 

daughter, Laura, harvest chardonnay grapes at her winery in 

Virginia.   

 

Laura and her husband, Jason Lavallee recently bought Wisdom 

Oak Winery located  in North Garden, Virginia, just minutes 

from Charlottesville, right in the heart of the Monticello Wine 

Trail.  They welcome groups and can host weddings, parties and 

corporate events.  Pets are welcome and they encourage folks to 

bring a picnic lunch and enjoy the beauty of the mountains.  

They renovated the tasting room that is open Friday, Saturday 

and Sunday. 

 

The wine from the Chardonnay grapes will be ready in 8 - 9 

months. 

(Travel cont.) 
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(Travel cont.) 

Christine Killian and Maria 

Tricarico recently enjoyed an es-

corted  Four Seasons Travel coach trip, 

sponsored by  the Newark Senior Cen-

ter.  The highlight of the trip was a two-

night stay at the Grand Hotel, on Macki-

nac Island in Michigan (at right.) The 

trip also included stops at the Bavarian-

inspired village of Frankenmuth, home 

of Bronner’s Christmas Wonderland,  

the Henry Ford Museum in Dearborn 

Michigan, and a tour of Pittsburgh, in-

cluding Mount Washington at night, a 

neighborhood in the south central area.  

Christine and Maria agree that they’d do 

a trip like this again in a heartbeat! 

Upcoming Birthdays    

OCTOBER 

Jo Ann Skidmore           2nd 
Maria Tricarico               9th 

Lenny Tricarico              17th 
Stan Sanders                 21st   
Ken Smith                      22nd 
Sam Ferrara                  30tth 

Barbara Doto                 30th 

 

 

NOVEMBER 

Wanda Search               3rd  
Brenda Simmons           12th 
Nancy Weldin                12th 

Jim Eaton                      18th    
Gene Fitch                     24th 
Barbara McNamee         30th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

DECEMBER 

Odette Haight                3rd   
Janet Sanders               3rd  
Pete De Armas              4th 

Nick Inglisa                    8th 

Debora Johnson           18th 
Jim Powers                    20th 
Joan Dreibelbis              21st 

Cindy Lewis                   31st  
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 Groups... 

  

Got a passion?  Love to do woodworking?  Travel?  Cook?  Exercise? If so, you 
might want to start a SIG (Special Interest Group) or a Club!   The VOLC has 
both clubs and groups.  The clubs are more defined, with a roster of mem-
bers who have actually “joined.”  The groups, on the other hand, are  more 
open, with people moving in and out.  VOLC has a Stitch ‘n Bitch group, 
Cards and Poker Group, and even a Pool group.  Since these activities are 
held in the 
c l ub house , 
their times 
are listed on 
the activities 

calendar.   

There’s room for more!!!  If the idea 
of starting a group or club appeals to 
you, all you need to do is send an in-
vitation.   If  you’re opening your club 
or group to the entire community, 
any member of he Communications 
Committee can assist with getting the 
word out.  The meeting place is up to 
you, of course.  The groups named 
above meet  in the clubhouse, which is always available to residents for meetings.   Just contact Mary 
Legreid to schedule the space and follow the clubhouse guidelines, posted on the VOLC website.  

http://volcde.wixsite.com/volc   Go to Documents, then select Governance.   

 

 

While the Activities Committee does a spectacular job of planning and hosting community events, 
there are likely other more specialized groups just waiting to be formed.  If you’re itching to share an 

interest, just put the word out!    

 

Saturday night poker with (from left clockwise,) Jo Skidmore, Vinnie 

Moricone, George Lulli, Tom Skelly, Ron Dreibelbis, and Richard 

Cutone. 

Nancy Weldin, #121, has formed a group she calls  Food, Fun and Friendship.  It’s open to 

anyone who lives alone or has a spouse who is unable to get out or perhaps works odd hours.  

Always looking for new folks!  Contact Nancy at Neweldin@aol.com or 302 378 1838.   

Nancy describes a few of the outings: “We took a short ride south to Middletown and 

stopped at Dutch Country Market; then, after a walk down Main Street with a few brief 

stops into some neat shops, we took a quick peek into Everett Theatre, had lunch at Metro 

and stopped at Filasky's Produce on the way back to VOLC.  Another time, we had  lunch at 
Schaffer's Canal House and then a stop at Detewieler's Produce.   We also made a trip to 

Country Gardens in North Wilmington, then shot up Rt. 202 with a quick stop at Wegman's.  

Our final destination was Terrain's which is loaded with plants and gifts, where we had 

lunch in their greenhouse.” 

http://volcde.wixsite.com/volc
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Recently, members of the two VOLC Book Clubs got together for dinner at the clubhouse—to both con-

nect and recommend books.  

Since neither club meets 

“officially” over the summer, this 

gathering provided a more causal 

opportunity to discuss books not 

on the club lists and to chat about  

the clubs themselves.  Over take-

out from Applebee’s, they shared 

opinions. 

Asked why they joined a book 

club, most agreed that in a club, 

they find themselves reading 

books they might ordinarily not pick for 

themselves.  As Marilyn Abrams said, 

“I’ve always been a reader, and The book club selections have taken me out of my usual reading com-

fort zone.”   Barbara Strasser agrees, and being on her third book club, adds “It is also a pleasure to 

get to know more about members, personally.”  Several members belong to both clubs and savor the 

atmosphere of each.  Sue Bifano enjoys the casual dining club and also the “more in-depth one.”   

Some favorites from the Club selections:   

Debbie Carr—The Pecan Man by Cassie Dandridge Selleck  

Sharon Dickol—The Great Santini by Pat Conroy 

Barbara Strasser—The Boys in the Boat by Daniel James Brown and  Hotel on the Corner of Bitter 

and Sweet by Jamie Ford 

Cheryl Werner—All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 

 

Other suggestions from members: 

The Shoemaker’s Wife: A Novel by Adriana Trigiani 

The Invisible Bridge by Julie Orringer 

The Sound of Gravel: A Memoir by Ruth Wariner 

My Name is Resolute by Nancy E Turner 

The Bay at Midnight by Diane Chamberlain 

The Shell Seekers by Rosamunde Pilcher 

Any book by Jan Karon 

 

 

Clubs ...  

Book Club members at their joint dinner included, from 

left, Debbie Carr, Nancy Weldin, Barbara Strasser, Janet 

Wine, Dine and Whine Book Club: 

We meet the 2nd Tuesday of the month, 

and go to dinner at a restaurant chosen by 

the person presenting the book that 

month.   November’s selection is Defending 
Jacob  by William Landay, The restaurant 

is TBD.  We have room for more! 

Contact Nancy at Neweldin@aol.com or 302 

378 1838.   

https://smile.amazon.com/Cassie-Dandridge-Selleck/e/B00NR3GWMM/ref=sr_ntt_srch_lnk_1?qid=1470584839&sr=8-1
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VOLC Happenings... 

On September 7th, an accident on Cann Road took out poles 

and power lines resulting in the loss of power to the VOLC 

for nearly four hours.    (Photo courtesy of Jean Skelly) 

Community Yard Sale 
 

About ten homeowners participated in a Community Yard Sale on September 10.  The good weather 

brought out the buyers, and folks were able to rid their homes of things they no longer wanted.   

Bob Greenblatt sold out early. 

        The community yard sale brought lots of buyers 

to Devalinder Dr. creating a bit of a traffic 

jam.  It was all good!   

Q.   What was Eric Dean doing with a 
Hula-Hoop around the neighborhood on 
the day of the yard sale? 

A – Taking radiation measurements with a 
new detector. 

B – Watching the grass grow. 

C – Buying toys for his grandchildren. 

D – Trying out a new exercise routine after 
watching the gymnasts performing in the 
Olympics. 

See page 25 for answer. 
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At left—  former Read-

ing Specialist, Berlin 

Young, holds one of 

the books she was 

willing to sell.  Berlin 

also had rag dolls and 

other items from her 

worldly travels. 

Right— Joann Sabato 

sold items from the 

shop she owned in 

Chesapeake City.   The 

Near ’n Far Shop fea-

tured art, antiques, 

lampshades, a little 

bit of everything.  

Loretta Fitch holds one of the dolls she had 

for sale.  Gene and Loretta planned to box 

up whatever they didn’t sell and donate it to 

a veterans’ organization. 

Pat and Jane Crowe made a good team, and, be-

tween sales,  enjoyed chatting with  the neighbors 

who stopped by. 

 

Happenings (cont.) 
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From Pam Smith... 

Broadway Cabaret 

Saturday, October 15 at 8:00pm (Doors open at 7) 

Puglisi Orchestra Hall on the UD Campus 

Bleacher seats are $20 

Floor seat with tables and dessert are $40 

Advance tickets through the REP Box Office  

or cash/check at the door 

Concessions are available at an additional cost 
 

The UD Schola Cantorum will present several show tunes, along with individual acts. 

Currently there is a poster in the clubhouse about the Cabaret. 

 

I sing in this wonderful choir.  We are a 100+ member choir made up of UD students, staff, fac-

ulty, and people from the community.  Our conductor, Dr. Paul 
Head, is a past chairman of the Music Department and for 2 years 
has taught a summer program for in southern France for choral 
conductors.  We are preparing two wonderful programs, a Broad-
way Cabaret on October 15 and a Christmas Program on Decem-

ber 4. 

 

Also, our Christmas Program will be presented on Sunday, De-
cember 4 at 5:30pm with the combined choirs of The UD Chorale 

and Schola Cantorum.  It is always a spectacular celebration of the Christmas Season.  When I 

have more information about where and cost, I’ll send an email to the VOLC community. 

For questions or information about these performances or the choir, you can call me, Pam Smith 

at 320-838-2804. 

 

Answer to Hula Hoop Question: 

Eric actually was watching the grass grow—and where it is not grow-
ing—in the common areas.  The County has set a curious standard that 
the builder must meet for completion of the grassy areas.  Any area 
the size of a hula-hoop must be at least 70% grass, or the Builder must 
improve the area.  (Note: An exception is on the inner slopes of the 
basin, which must be 100% grass.)  Needless to say, Eric found a lot of 

deficiencies.  (Thanks, Eric, for the quiz and the explanation.)     
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Crabby Old Man 
Submitted by Marilyn Abrams 

 

 

 

 

 

 

What do you see nurses? . . . . . What do you see? 

What are you thinking . . . . . when you're looking at me? 

A crabby old man . . . . . not very wise, 

Uncertain of habit . . . . . with faraway eyes? 

 

Who dribbles his food . . . . . and makes no reply. 

When you say in a loud voice . . . . . 'I do wish you'd try!' 

Who seems not to notice . . . . . the things that you do. 

And forever is losing . . . . . A sock or shoe? 

 

Who, resisting or not . . . . . lets you do as you will, 

With bathing and feeding . . . . . The long day to fill? 

Is that what you're thinking? . . . . . Is that what you see? 

Then open your eyes, nurse . . . . . you're not looking at 

me. 

 

I'll tell you who I am. . . . . . As I sit here so still, 

As I do at your bidding, . . . . . as I eat at your will. 

I'm a small child of Ten . . . . . with a father and mother, 

Brothers and sisters . . . . . who love one another. 

 

A young boy of Sixteen . . . . with wings on his feet. 

Dreaming that soon now . . . . . a lover he'll meet. 

A groom soon at Twenty . . . . . my heart gives a leap. 

Remembering, the vows . . . . . that I promised to keep. 

 

At Twenty-Five, now . . . . . I have young of my own. 

Who need me to guide . . . . . And a secure happy home. 

A man of Thirty . . . . . My young now grown fast, 

Bound to each other . . . . . With ties that should last. 

 

At Forty, my young sons . . . . . have grown and are gone, 

But my woman's beside me . . . . . to see I don't mourn. 

At Fifty, once more, babies play 'round my knee, 

Again, we know children . . . . . My loved one and me. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Dark days are upon me . . . . . my wife is now dead. 

I look at the future . . . . . shudder with dread. 

For my young are all rearing . . . . . young of their own. 

And I think of the years . . . . . and the love that I've 

known. 

 

I'm now an old man . . . . . and nature is cruel. 

Tis jest to make old age . . . . . look like a fool. 

The body, it crumbles . . . . . grace and vigor, depart. 

There is now a stone . . . . where I once had a heart 

 

 inside this old carcass . . . . . a young guy still dwells, 

And now and again . . . . . my battered heart swells. 

I remember the joys . . . . . I remember the pain. 

And I'm loving and living . . . . . life over again. 

 

I think of the years, all too few . . . . . gone too fast. 

And accept the stark fact . . . . that nothing can last. 

So open your eyes, people . . . . . open and see. 

Not a crabby old man . . . Look closer . . . see ME!! 


