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VOLC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  

May 2021- May 2022 

Mary Ohara, President,  

Eric Dean, Vice-President,  

Barbara Lawrence, Vice President 

Carolyn Aresu, Corresponding Secretary 

Bernard Aresu,  At-Large 

 

Grounds Team   

Bob Leaming, Chair 

Steve Brubaker 

Steve Rapp, Basin Lead 

Stan Sanders 

Garden Club 

Ruth Leaming, Chair 

Susan Brubaker 

Christine Killian 

Chandrika Thankappan 

Eric Dean, Liaison 

 

Nominating Committee 

Jane Crowe 

Cheryl Ford 

Gary Legreid 

Mary Ohara, Liaison 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubhouse/Activities Committee 

Cheryl Werner, Co-chair, Librarian 

Christine Killian, Co-chair 

Maria Tricarico, Co-chair 

Mary Ohara, Treasurer 

Steve Rapp, Facilities 

Monica Chan, Activities 

Loretta Fitch, Activities 

Cheryl Ford, Activities 

Nancy Halbedl, Activities 

JoanMarie Powers, Activities 

Fran Rapp, Activities 

Janet Sanders, Activities 

Wanda Search, Activities  

Jean Skelly, Activities  

Pam Smith, Activities 

Carolyn Aresu, Liaison 

 

Governing Documents Committee 

Mary Ohara 

Steve Rapp 

Bernard Aresu, Liaison 

MDR Subcommittee 

Steve Brubaker 

Len Krygowski 

Linda Trach, Chair 

Mary Ohara, Liaison 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming Committee 

Patti Abernethy 

Monica Chan 

Sharon Dickol, Acting Chair 

Martyanne Grabusky 

Odette Haight 

Sharon Mutschler 

Barbara Lawrence, Board Liaison  

 

Architectural Review Committee  

Odette Haight, Chair 

Marion Bowman 

Nancy Weldin 

Carolyn Aresu, Board Liaison  

 

Communications Committee 

Sharon Dickol, Chair 

Steve Brubaker 

Amy Leickel 

Cheryl Werner 

Mary Ohara, Board Liaison  

 

 

Finance Committee 

Steve Brubaker, Chair 

Loretta Dougherty 

Joe Doto 

 

 

 

Contact information for Board members and Committee members can be found in the  

Resident Directories, posted on the community website 

www.myvolc.org  

This publication is written by and for the residents of the Village of Long Creek.   

Contact Cheryl Werner, Editor, with suggestions or comments. 

302-834-1473  or  cherylwerner@verizon.net 

http://www.myvolc.org
mailto:cherylwerner@verizon.net
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Sure Signs of Spring 

And then—naps after the spring chores! 

Left—Christine Killian’s cat, Paddy, took a well-earned, mid-afternoon 

nap after chasing birds at the window feeder. 

The driveway car wash! 

Left—Linda Trach caught Donnie Thompson in his 

first spring car wash. 

Below—Stefano Medio does the same. 

Baseball! 

Patti Abernethy sent this photo of 2 month-old grand-

nephew, Cody, showing off his baseball legacy. Baseball 

player dad, Carlos, 

Clean-up from winter damage! 

Below—Steve Brubaker, Occasional Grounds Com-

mittee Volunteer, sent this picture of a downed ever-

green needing to be removed.  Removal/replacement of 

common area trees is one of the committee’s chores. 

is happy to pass it on 

to big brother, Cam-

eron, and now Cody, 

but told Patti  there 

are no plans to build 

their own team! 
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At left—Pax is happy to be back on 

full display at 33 Devalinder, all 

spruced up for those who enjoy her! 

At right—Susan Brubaker’s latch 

hooked sunflower makes a bright 

and cheery welcome. 

More Spring!   

Nice weather brings neigh-

bors outside... 

Right—Grace and Don 

Hobson and Pam Smith 

and Paul wellborn. 

Below—Linda Trach and 

Jean Skelly Guy Werner captured the beauty of the many cherry 

trees right down the street at the medical center. 
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Neighbors 

In honor of Women’s History Month, sixteen VOLC women 
met for breakfast at IHOP in the Fox Run Shopping Center.  
Attendees enjoyed it so much that it will become a monthly 
event, open to all—men and women.   

Above left: Maria deArmas, Odette Haight, and Susan Brubaker 

Above right:  Sharon Dickol, JoanMarie Powers, Linda Trach, (standing) and Joan Dreibelbis. 

Below left: Debbie Carr and Paulette Francis 

At right— Sue Bifano 
(seated) and friend, Ida, 
who visited from England 
in March.  Sue and Ida 
met in Barbados 40 years 
ago and bonded over a 
passion for knitting.  Ida 
usually visits about twice 
a year, but due to COVID, 
hadn’t been here since 
2018.  That made the vis-
it especially sweet! 

Left—Sue’s grandson, 
Paxton, a first-grader in 
Leadville, CO.   
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Odette Haight recently 

visited Lancaster, PA with 
her daughter and grand-
daughters. 

They went on a buggy ride 
and a farm tour, then went to 
Sight and Sound Theater to 
see “David, Live on Stage.” 
 
At right—Odette with Harper 
and Hadley in front. 
At left—Mother and daughter 
in the farm buggy. 
 
The ladies had a great day! 

(Neighbors cont.) 

Guy and Cheryl 
Werner’s grand-

son, Garrett,  
came to Grandma’s 
for Easter and had 
a grand time with 
help from neigh-
bors! 

At left—driving 
Barbie’s pink Cadil-
lac, borrowed from 
Odette Haight.  
(Garrett decided 
he’d like one of his 
own…) 

And at right, pos-
ing with the giant 
DeVoe Easter  

Bunny.   
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(Neighbors, cont.) 

 

Left—Jean Skelly’s 

grandson, Kyle, with 

his parents at this 

year’s Swim Team 

Banquet.  Kyle was 

just named to First 

Team All-State, the on-

ly junior from Salesi-

anum High School.   

At right, he’s ready for 

one of the five proms 

he’ll be attending! 

Jean was able to enjoy some of granddaughter, Meghan’s,  

school activities in South Carolina.  A highlight was the per-

formance of Oklahoma.  Meghan choreographed and danced 

in the show.  Not hard to see how much she enjoyed it! 

Nothing like grandkids…  
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JoanMarie Powers’ sons, Jeffrey and John, recently flew to London and spent two weeks hiking the 

English countryside.  Jeff’s daughter, Rachel, who lives in Amsterdam, was able to join them for a week-
end.  JoanMarie joked that after all that hiking, they probably felt like the folks described on the sign! 

(Neighbors cont.) 

At right—Bob Greenblatt and Donnie Thompson visited the traveling Wall that Heals, a three quar-

ter— sized replica of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial located in Washington, D.C. The Wall arrived at Wil-
liam Penn HS in New Castle on a tractor trailer for its only appearance in DE.   

Bob sent a photo of the brochure which tells about the Wall.  Some glaring statistics:  58,281 names, Aver-
age age—22 yrs., 9 mos.   

*******************************************************************************************************************************************************************************



Laura Medio (Granddaughter of Stefano and Barbara Medio) is having a record-breaking softball season 
in her sophomore year at the University of Valley Forge (UVF). Laura started the season by pitching the first 
no-hitter of her career and the first in UVF history, striking out 13, and was one error away in the last inning 
from the elusive perfect game. Laura is also UVF’s lead-off batter and leads her team in batting average 
at .327, with an on base percentage of .471!!  

For the second year in a row, Laura has been named MVP of her team. 
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(Neighbors, cont.) 

  

 

At left—Bob Dickol 
hookin’ up and headin’ 

south on his and Sharon’s 

RV trip through Virginia.   

At right  - A chuckle 

form Chandrika 
Thankappan. 

Above—Another good one from  

Chandrika. 



Senior Show and Tell 

Those who attended the neighborhood Show ‘n Tell 
were in for a treat when creative neighbors shared 
their handiwork!  The displays were varied and  im-
pressive, causing those who showed and those who 
viewed to marvel at the items! Neighborly sharing 
(and donuts) made the event even sweeter! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Above—Susan Brubaker, Greta Ostroski, and 
Chandrika Thankappan. 

Below—Jean Skelly showed JoanMarie Powers a 
sampling of some of the scrapbooking she’s been 
doing for years.  Her special kaleidoscope photos 
and grandchild-centered life books were a big hit! 

Above—One of the more unusual offerings was Bill 
McNamee’s wood carvings.  Bill demonstrated how 

he takes a block of wood and turns it into art.  His 
lifelike birds and wood puzzles attracted a lot of at-
tention. 

Bill would like to start a VOLC carving group.  If you’re 
interested, let him know! 
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(Show ‘n Tell cont.) 

Cheryl Ford and Bob Greenblatt caught up on 

neighborhood doings. 

 

At right— Barb Doto brought a number of items from 

different crafts: card-making, quilting and sewing.  
Seems she’s expert at them all! 

 

 

If you’re interested in finding out more 
about any of these creative activities, the 
neighbors who showed their wares would be 
happy to talk with you. 

And if you’re a stitcher, watch for the sur-
vey in the VOLC Communications Committee 
Monday Updates, compiled by Sharon Dickol.  
A new group will be starting soon. 

Below—Greta Ostroski showed a number of her 

bright and beautiful paintings. 
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At right—Linda Watson, Loretta Dougherty and 
Sue Bifano 

Below—Linda Trach (on right) admires Linda 
Watson’s knitted and crocheted items, including her 

magnificent crocheted jungle scene. 

Linda Watson, Loretta Dougherty,  

and Sue Bifano 

Sue Bifano’s knitted creations 

Susan Brubaker’s assorted specialties—latch 

hooking, crocheting, knitting. Susan Brubaker, Jean Skelly and Greta Os-
troski were among those who shared their talents. 
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(Show ‘n Tell cont.) 
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Neighbors were happy to get together for the first 

Happy Hour of 2022 on a Saturday evening in April.  

After munching on goodies, those whose birthdays fall 

from January through April were celebrated with song 

and cupcakes.  

Family Feud followed, providing plenty of laughter. 

  

Next up—Our Memorial Day Barbecue on 

May 29 at 4 PM. 

Hope to see you there! 

Happy Hour, April 2022 

Charlie and Dee Pinchot 

Sam Ferrara, Nancy Halbedl, Maria deArmas, and Nancy Ferrara 

Cheryl and John Dean and Odette Haight Bob and Ruth Leaming, Susan Brubaker  

and Jean Skelly 

Cheryl Ford 
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Clubhouse Face-lift 

 

Clubhouse Committee Co-chairs, Christine 

Killian and Cheryl Werner, turned the 

meeting room credenza into a beverage bar! 

Above—Two picnic tables, made from recy-

cled cardboard milk cartons sat on the patio 

for months after being delivered in an ice 

storm. 

And then... 

On a warmish day in April, a group of stalwart neighbors gathered to assemble them.   

The group consisted of Susan and Steve Brubaker, Bob Leaming, Stan Sanders, Pam 

Smith, Paul Wellborn, Cheryl Werner and Ray Whiteoak. 

It took about 2 hours to assemble the tables and another hour to celebrate the work, and 

community and make lots of plans for their use! 

*  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  *  * 

*
*

*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
*
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(Neighbors cont.) 

If the World were a Village of 100  Sent by Charlie Pinchot 

  

The population of Earth is around 7.8 Billion. 
  

For most people, it is a large figure.  However, if you condensed 7.8 billion into 
100 persons, and then into various percentage statistics the resulting analysis is 
much easier to comprehend. 

 
Out of 100 : 

11 are in Europe 

5 are in North America 

9 are in South America 

15 are in Africa 

60 are in Asia 

 
49 live in the countryside 

51 live in cities 

 
75 have mobile phones 

25 do not. 

 
30 have internet access 

70 do not have the availability to go 
online 

 
7 received university education 

93 did not attend college. 
 
83 can read 

17 are illiterate. 

 
33 are Christians 

22 are Muslims 

14 are Hindus 

7 are Buddhists 

12 are other religions 

12 have no religious beliefs. 

 
26 live less than 14 years 

66 die between 15 - 64 years of age 

8 are over 65 years old. 

If you have your own home, 

Eat full meals & drink clean water, 

Have a mobile phone, 

Can surf the internet, and 

have gone to college, 

You are in the miniscule privileged 

lot. 

(in the less than 7% category) 

 

Amongst 100 persons in the world, 

only 8 live or exceed the age of 65. 

 

If you are over 65 years old, be 

content & grateful. Cherish life, 

grasp the moment. 

 

If you did not leave this world be-

fore the age of 64 like the 92 per-

sons who have gone before you, 

you are already the blessed 

amongst mankind. 

 

As printed in USA Today 

https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch-sherpas.com%2Fs%2F%3Fq%3Dmobile&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfc44f49a04e24d37014208da022c943a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637824687948800951%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjA
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch-sherpas.com%2Fs%2F%3Fq%3Duniversity&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfc44f49a04e24d37014208da022c943a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637824687948957177%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch-sherpas.com%2Fs%2F%3Fq%3Dcollege&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfc44f49a04e24d37014208da022c943a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637824687948957177%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLj
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch-sherpas.com%2Fs%2F%3Fq%3Ddrink&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfc44f49a04e24d37014208da022c943a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637824687948957177%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAw
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch-sherpas.com%2Fs%2F%3Fq%3Dwater&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfc44f49a04e24d37014208da022c943a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637824687948957177%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAw
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch-sherpas.com%2Fs%2F%3Fq%3Dmobile&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfc44f49a04e24d37014208da022c943a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637824687948957177%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjA
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fsearch-sherpas.com%2Fs%2F%3Fq%3Dcollege&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cfc44f49a04e24d37014208da022c943a%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637824687948957177%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLj
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(Neighbors cont.) 

From My Window—Spring  

Left—Jean Skelly’s new bird feeder attracted a 

steady stream of visitors during the March 12 snow 

storm. 

At right  - Lois Inglisa sent this photo of 

blue birds gathering to swoop down and 

feast on the red berries of a winterberry 

bush.  

She says sometimes there are 6-8 at once. 

Ken Francis 

snapped these two 

photos.  The vultures 

to the right are a fa-

miliar sight in the 

VOLC. 

The little red finch is 

much cuter!   
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Did you know? 

Surprising facts about the human body 

Sent by Charlie Pinchot 
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Holy Funnies from Patti Abernethy 
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BEAUTY  PARLOR  A place where women curl up and dye. 
  
CHICKENS              The only animals you eat before they are born and after they are dead. 
 
COMMITTEE           A body that keeps minutes and wastes hours. 
 
DUST                        Mud with the juice squeezed out. 
 
EGOTIST                  Someone who is usually me-deep in conversation. 
 
 HANDKERCHIEF   Cold Storage. 
 
INFLATION              Cutting money in half without damaging the paper.  
 

MOSQUITO              An insect that makes you like flies better. 

 
RAISIN                      A grape with a sunburn. 
 
SECRET                    Something you tell to one person at a time. 
 
SKELETON              A bunch of bones with the person scraped off. 
 
TOOTHACHE           The pain that drives you to extraction. 
 

YAWN                       An honest opinion openly expressed. 

And the truest 

one of all: 

ADULT -   

A person who has 

stopped  

growing up  

and is now  

growing out. 
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A tree’s Gotta 

Grow...Anywhere 

it can. 
 

Patti Abernethy sent these amazing pho-

tos of trees finding a way to thrive in the 
most unlikely places! 
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(Neighbors cont.) 
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(Neighbors cont.) 
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Right—Nancy Weldin sends along this information 
about the Vial of Life, which could actually save your 
life.   

 

The form is to be filled out with your complete medical 
information, then placed in the green vial and put on a 
shelf in your fridge.  The magnet goes on the refriger-
ator door.   If you experience a medical emergency, all 
pertinent information is available to first respond-
ers.  They are trained to look for it. 

  

These Vials of L.I.F.E can be picked up at local libraries 
for free. 

May 

Betty Ramsey  1st 

Brenda Durrett 7th 

Jean Skelly  14th 

Bill McNamee  25th 

Don Doto   29th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 

Marion Bowman 2nd 

Yau Lang   2nd 

Norm Petterson 7th 

Paulette Francis 11th 

Greta Ostroski  14th 

Bernard Aresu  15th 

Judy Anderson  21st 

Cheryl Dean  23rd 

Joe Doto   23rd 

Paula Kendrick  25th 

Sue Bifano  25th 

Ken Riley   27th 

Sharon Dickol  28th 

********************************************************************************************************************************* 

Bob Greenblatt sent this link to your official state COVID-19 record: 

 

https://delvax.dhss.delaware.gov/delvax_public/Application/PublicPortal/Index   

 

Wait about 3 days after your last shot for it to be complete. 

*********************************************************************************************************************************

https://delvax.dhss.delaware.gov/delvax_public/Application/PublicPortal/Index
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Life’s little truths… 
Sent by Charlie Pinchot 
 

I used to be able to do cartwheels. Now I tip over putting on my under-
wear. 
 
I hate it when I see an old person and then realize we went to high school 
together. 
 
I told my wife she should embrace her mistakes... so she hugged me. 
 
My wife says I only have 2 faults. I don't listen and something else.... 
 
At my funeral, take the bouquet off my coffin and throw it into the crowd to see who is next. 
 
I thought growing old would take longer. 
 
I came, I saw, I forgot what I was doing. Retraced my steps, got lost on the way back, now I have no idea 
what's going on. 
 
The officer said, "You drinking?" I said, "You buying?" We just laughed and laughed.... I need bail money. 
 
Day 12 without chocolate. Lost hearing in my left eye. 
 
Scientists say the universe is made up of protons, neutrons and electrons. They forgot to mention morons. 

 
The adult version of "head, shoulders, knees and toes" is "wallet, glasses, keys and   
phone." 
 

A dog accepts you as the boss... a cat wants to see your resume. 
 
Oops.... did I roll my eyes out loud? 
 
Life is too short to waste time matching socks. 
 
Wi-fi went down for five minutes, so I had to talk to my family. They seem like nice people. 
 
If you see me talking to myself, just move along. I'm self-employed; we're having a staff meeting. 
 
I won't be impressed with technology until I can download food. 
 
Some people call me crazy. I prefer happy with a twist. 
 
My doctor asked if anyone in my family suffers from mental illness. I said, "No, we all seem to enjoy it." 
 
I really don't mind getting old, but my body is having a major fit. 
 
Camping: where you spend a small fortune to live like a homeless person. 
 
Project Manager. Because Miracle Worker isn't an official job title. 
 
I told my wife I wanted to be cremated. She made me an appointment for Tuesday. 
 
Measure once, cuss twice. 
 
My dream job would be driving the karma bus. 
 
I've reached the age where my train of thought often leaves the station without me. 
 


