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Benchmark Reveals Clubhouse Plans  
 

Benchmark Builders has announced their long-awaited plans to begin construction on 

the community clubhouse.  If you attended the VOLC Ice Cream Social on August 

6th, you saw the architectural rendering of the structure along with a design board 

displaying the interior elements and color scheme.  It was welcome news for all resi-

dents, especially those who have been here for more than 3 years. 

In their July 27th letter to residents, Benchmark Builders expressed their desire to 

proceed with the clubhouse construction, despite not having yet reached the 75% 

completion milestone. Realizing that goal will not likely be reached for several more 

years due to the slow real estate market, BB decided to proceed with construction 

anyway.  According to Benchmark, “The slow market is not your fault, and we would 

like to minimize its effect on your experience in the community.”   

Residents have been voicing their desire to see the clubhouse constructed for  

(continued on Page 2) 

There are times when we all need a helping hand, especially when we live alone or are 

experiencing an illness or disability.  Calling on family isn’t always possible or practical.  

Often, help is needed on short notice when a life situation arises unexpectedly.  Some-

times, the help we need isn’t related to a life-altering situation at all.  It may be as simple 

as needing to change a hard-to-reach light bulb, bringing in the newspaper while on va-

cation, or cleaning out the cookies from the computer web browser. Sometimes, the 

people we turn to are our neighbors, and in VOLC, you don’t have to go far to find the 

support you need.  In fact, many times, the help you need will arrive unexpectedly on 

your doorstep because your neighbors here understand that it can be hard to ask. 

(Continued on Page 4 
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By Erin Donahue 

Social Security Manager in Wilmington DE 
 

You’ll probably be passing out treats to costumed hob-

goblins and ghosts in your neighborhood this Hallow-

een night. But be cautious that you’re not tricked by a 

different kind of trickster looking for a handout, such 

as your personal information. 
 

You should always safeguard your personal informa-

tion such as date of birth, mother’s maiden name, and 

your Social Security number. Why? Because it’s that 

type of information identity thieves are after. 
 

You may think you’re safe simply by not carrying your 

Social Security card with you and not providing your 

personal information over the Internet or by e-mail. 

But scam artists have become tricky. Never reply to 

an e-mail claiming to be from Social Security and asking 
for your Social Security number or personal informa-

tion. 
 

Identity theft is one of the fastest-growing crimes in 

America. If you think you’ve been the victim of an 

identity thief, you should contact the Federal Trade 

Commission at www.ftc.gov/bcp/edu/microsites/

idtheft. Or you can call 1-877-IDTHEFT (1-877-438-

4338); TTY 1-866-653-4261. 
 

Another trick: Some people who receive Social Secu-
rity benefits are victimized by misleading advertisers. 

Often, these companies offer Social Security services 

for a fee, even though the same services are available 

directly from Social Security free of charge, including 

getting a replacement for a lost card.    
 

If you receive or see what you believe is misleading 

advertising for Social Security services, send the com-

plete mailing, including the envelope, to: Office of the 

Inspector General, Fraud Hotline, Social Security Ad-

ministration, P.O. Box 17768, Baltimore, MD 21235. If 

you see misleading advertising online, you can report 

this information online at www.socialsecurity.gov/oig/

guidelin.htm. Also, advise your State’s attorney general 

or consumer affairs office and the Better Business Bu-

reau. 
 

Enjoy the treats of the season, but be cautious of trick-

sters trying to steal more than a sack of candy. The 

results of becoming the victim of identity theft can be 

horrifying. Protect your identifying information. 

Clubhouse (continued from Page 1) 

several years.  As a community that values social activities 

and has regular gatherings, not having a clubhouse has 

been a hindrance.  For many, it was the reason they de-
cided to build homes here, anticipating the friendship and 

opportunities it would offer.  All agree, having a club-

house benefits the entire community. 
 

Sadly, though, as of this writing, there has been no 

ground-breaking, and many are wondering if we will have 

a clubhouse by Spring 2012.  Regardless, residents say 

they will persevere.  We are, after all, a determined and 

rather creative bunch. 

 

Photo courtesy of Donnie Thompson. 

Thinking of Taking a Trip? 
 

Carol Thompson (58) works for Uniglobe Tour-

N-Travel located in Peoples Plaza.  Carol is avail-

able for appointments evenings M-F after 

6:00pm, Saturdays (hours vary from 9:00-4:00), 

and Sundays by appointment.   Contact Carol at 

302-595-2717, or email at carol2628@comcast.net. 

mailto:carol2628@comcast.net
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Welcome to our Newest Neighbors! 
 

Construction has started on the home of Colleen 

and Jim Haefner (#117) 
  

Construction on the home of Mr. and Mrs. Cangelosi 

will begin shortly (#94) 
 

Nancy Halbedl will be settling on her new home Oc-

tober 21 (#68). 
 

Barbara and Joe Strasser will settle on their new 

home in November (#66). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Social Outings for VOLC Singles 
 

Recently, VOLC neighbors have been gathering for 

camaraderie and conversation at area coffee shops 

and restaurants.  Spearheaded by Nancy Weldon 

(121), gatherings are a way for the singles among us 

to enjoy a meal or an outing together.  By the way, 

you don’t have to be single to participate.  In fact, 

word has it that one of our married men met with a 

group of VOLC women recently for coffee at Wher-

abouts Café.  Hmm, ladies, what are your husbands 

doing while you’re at work??  
 

For more information, contact Nancy at 378-1838 or 

Neweldin@aol.com  

Colleen and Jim Haefner break ground on 

their new home in August 2011. 

Mark Your Calendars for  VOLC  

 
 
 

Monthly Happy Hours are scheduled as shown.  

More information will follow. 
 

Friday, October 21 

Hosted by Patti Abernethy (31) 

5:30 to 8:00 p.m. 
 

Sunday, November 13 

Hosted by Jackie and Eric Dean (47) 

3:00 to 6:00 p.m. 
 

December Happy Hour 

Hosted by Kitty Heston (73) 

Date TBD 
 

January 2012 Happy Hour 

Hosted by Paul and Peg Wellborn (55) 

Elder News You Can Use 
Adapted with permission from the Levinson Firm, Elder Law 

Today newsletter, June 2011. 
 

How much do you know about elder law?  Take this 

quick quiz and find out. 
 

1. True/False:  You can give away $10,000 a year to 

whomever you want with no penalty. 

2. True/False:  All powers of attorney are created 

equal. 

3. True/False:  You cannot make any gifts within five 

years before applying for Medicaid. 

4. True/False:  A spouse can keep up to $110,000 of 

their assets when the other spouse goes into the 

nursing home. 

5. True/False:  Putting assets into the name of a child 

or family member is usually a good idea. 

6. True/False:  Your spouse can make financial deci-

sions for you if you don’t have a power of attorney. 
 

Answers on page 4. 

mailto:Neweldin@aol.com


 

This publication is written by and for the residents of the Village of Long Creek, and in no way is intended to  represent 

the interests or concerns of Benchmark Builders, Inc. 

Village of Long Creek Neighborhood Newsletter 

  Neighbors Helping Neighbors 
Volunteer List 

 

Patti Abernethy  (  31)  836-8447 
Barb Carter    (49)  836-3023 
Barb & Joe Doto   (37)  836-3362 
Nancy Ferrara    (25)  834-3205 
Bob Greenblatt   (41)  838-7769 
Kathy Karthaeuser   (119)  365-6067 
Kitty Heston    (73)  595-2902 
Don & Grace Hobson  (24)  838-1771 
Dennis & Joann Sabato   (43)  365-6713 
Peg & Paul Welborn   (55)  836-8524 
Dick & Lois Hallett   (50)  838-0652 
Ginny Pelachick   (59)  834-854 
Lenny & Maria Tricarico   ( 9 )  595-2712 
Richard Cutone & Joanne Skidmore  
         (18)  595-4348 
 

For more information, contact  
Barb Carter at 836-3023 or  

bcarter19720@aol.com 

 

It Takes a Village (continued from Page 1) 

If you have lived here for any length of time, you have 

likely experienced this outpouring of support first hand. 

Mention a particular need at any social gathering, while 

talking to someone on the street or in an email,  and 

almost immediately help is on the way.  The people here 

truly care and understand that one day, it may be them 

who needs a helping hand. 
 

The box to the right is your invitation to 

take advantage of the generosity of your 

VOLC neighbors.  Call on these individuals 

if you have a need.  If you wish to be added 

to the Neighbors Helping Neighbors vol-

unteer list, contact Barb Carter.   
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Quiz (continued from Page 3) 
 

1. FALSE. The IRS gift tax law permits you to give $13,000 

away to as many people as you want to on a yearly basis 

with no gift tax implications (it used to be $10,000).  

This is IRS gift tax law, not Medicaid law.  If you apply for 

long-term care Medicaid benefits and have given money 

away in the past 5 years, Medicaid will assess a penalty. 

2. FALSE.  All powers of attorney are not created equal.  

Many times, a person in a nursing home is no longer able 

to sign a POA because they have dementia.  If their POA 

does not explicitly state they can transfer assets or do 

long-term care planning, funds cannot be moved without 

a court order.  This can take several months and cost 

thousands 

3. FALSE.  Medicaid has the right to look into your fi-

nances for the last 5 years and will assess a penalty for 

any assets transferred during that period.  There are 

some exceptions, but it is always best to consult an Elder 

Law attorney. 

4. MAYBE.  Under Delaware law, the spouse of a Medicaid 

applicant can keep between $25,000 and $109.560 of the 

couple’s assets.  Medicaid determines the amount by add-

ing up all non-exempt marital resources and dividing by 2. 

5. MAYBE.  Transferring assets to children or other family 

may cause you to incur penalties if you ever need to qual-

ify for Medicaid.  It can also cause negative tax implica-

tions.  Always speak with a professional to find if this 

makes sense for you. 

6. FALSE.  In Delaware, if you do not have a healthcare 

POA, your spouse has the authority to make medical de-

cisions for you only if you are not able to make them for 

yourself. If you do not have a financial POA and don’t 

have a joint bank account, you cannot act on your 

spouse’s behalf. 

mailto:bcarter19720@aol.com

