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VOLC BOARD OF DIRECTORS  
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Steve Brubaker 
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Barb Doto 
Mary Legreid 
Tom Skelly 
Len Krygowski, Board Liaison  
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Clubhouse/Activities Committee 
Mary Legreid, Co-chair 
Wanda Search, Co-chair 
Mary Ohara, Treasurer 
Cheryl Werner, Librarian 
Cheryl Ford, Activities 
Christine Killian, Activities 
Mary Ohara, Activities 
JoanMarie Powers, Activities 
Janet Sanders, Activities 
Jean Skelly, Activities 
Loretta Fitch, Board Liaison  
 
Architectural Review Committee  
Tom Skelly, Chair 
Susan Brubaker 
Brook Kortvelesy  
Mim Krout 
Mary Legreid 
Nancy Weldin 
Carolyn Aresu, Board Liaison  

 

Nominating Committee 

Steve Brubaker 

Jane Crowe 

Loretta Dougherty 

Grace Hobson 

Ruth Leaming 

Cheryl Werner 

Patti Abernethy, Liaison  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Welcoming Committee 

Barb Doto, Chair 

Patti Abernethy 

Susan Brubaker 

Loretta Fitch 

Odette Haight 

Ruth Leaming 

Cindy Lewis 

JoanMarie Powers 

Tom Skelly 

 

Special Events 
Cheryl Werner, Chair 
Mary Legreid 
Wanda Search 
Carolyn Aresu, Board Liaison 
 

Clubhouse Garden Club 
Don Doto, Coordinator  
Gene and Loretta Fitch 
Ruth Leaming 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Committees and individual residents are asked to contact Mary Legreid to schedule the 

clubhouse for meetings or other activities: 

302-834-2378   or  mrlegried@gmail.com  

This publication is written by and for the residents of the Village of Long Creek.   

Contact Cheryl Werner, Editor, with suggestions or comments. 

302-834-1473  or  cherylwerner@verizon.net 

mailto:mrlegreid@gmail.com
mailto:cherylwerner@verizon.net
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VOLC – GRASS CLASS – April 2019 

The following information describes the VOLC Lawn Care Program for the 2019 season. BrightView is providing these 

services. This notice may be updated during the season with new information and distributed by Email.  Services for 

lots are listed here. A sign should be posted at the entrance for pruning/trimming & treatments. 

 

Red flags talk to our workers. Red/Orange/Pink flags are seen as all Red at VOLC and are in a bucket in the Club 

House exercise room. Leave message/text on 302-598-4891 if empty.  Residents may choose to decline services for 

given events as follows: 

If you DO NOT WANT a SPECIFIC AREA MOWED (wet or other), place multiple RED flags around this area. 

If you DO NOT WANT your LAWN MOWED in a given week, place multiple (4+) RED flags along both side boundaries of 

your property the day of service. Flags should be visible from both front and rear of your property. This shows Bright-

View workers where your side lines are. 

If you DO NOT WANT your LAWN FERTILIZED/TREATED for a specific application, place multiple (4+) RED flags, visi-

ble from front and rear, along both side boundaries of your property on the day of service. 

If you DO NOT WANT the PLANTS/SHRUBS TRIMMED/PRUNED or CLEANED/MULCHED in a given builder bed, place 

multiple (4+) RED flags in the mulched area throughout each bed on the day of service. In addition, ALL PERSONAL 

(HOMEOWNER) BEDS SHALL BE FLAGGED TO DECLINE THESE SERVICES. 

Damage needing repair from BV services should be reported in writing (with pictures) within 24 hours to IPS. Com-

plaints about specific lawn care for your lot or common areas should be addressed in writing (with pictures) to 

IPS. IPS Contact information for damage and complaints is: Kim at IPS phone 302-994-3907, kim@ipsde.com 

1. Prior to any lawn treatment or pruning/trimming, a sign should be posted at the VOLC entrance a day or so 

before. You should also receive email notification.    2  For all lawn mowing, residents are reminded that noth-

ing is permitted on the lot grass areas except splash blocks at the bottom of down spouts. This means that you 

remove flexible downspout extensions on the day of  service     3.  The normal mow day of week is TO BE DE-

TERMINED. Residents are reminded to NOT WATER their lawns the day before and the day of the lawn mow-

ing. You will be notified if the normal mow day of the week changes.  Grounds Team below: 

VOLC Board - Liaison for Grounds      Eric Dean (#47) 302-585-6003 (c) delawaredeans@gmail.com 

VOLC Board Chair - County Liaison – Volunteer for Basins & Storm Water Management 

Patti Abernethy (#31) 302-415-9403 (c) pabernethy@verizon.net 

Volunteer – Grass, Backup for Open Space and Basins 

Steve Brubaker (#32) 302-598-4891 (c) volc.rocks@gmail.com 

Volunteer - Open Space, Backup for Grass and Basins 

Bob Leaming (#93) 631-678-1169 (c) bleam@aol.com 

Mowing Weekly (with exceptions for heat, rain) 25x /year (5 additional, as needed) 

Edging walkway/sidewalk Twice Monthly 12 +/- per year 

Weeding of Builder Beds Twice Monthly 12+/- per year 

Treatments - Fertilizer and/or weed control Grub 
control 

Seasonal 
Part one summer application 

5x / year 
1x / year 

Spring Cleanup & Mulching March 1x / year 

Prune/Trim Flowering & Evergreen Shrubs & 
Flowering Trees at proper time 

Summer/Late November 2x / year 
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Gander, NL, Canada and the VOLC 
 

You may have seen or heard of the Broadway musical, Come From Away.  

The story is based on what happened when, in the week following the 

September 11 attacks, 38 planes were ordered to land unexpectedly in 

the small town of Gander, Newfoundland and Labrador, Canada.  After 

the initial task of diverting the flights was over, eight thousand stranded 

passengers and flight crews had to be housed and fed in Gander until the 

crisis was over. The town’s citizens organized and met the challenge.  

They were a close-knit community, had some emergency plans in place 

(although never expecting an emergency this big!), and they trusted each 

other.  The town converted its schools and large buildings into temporary 

shelters, and when those spaces filled up, residents took strangers into 

their own homes. The American passengers came home with stories about how wonderful their hosts 

had been, and the town's name became a household word.  

 

People outside the VOLC and those new to our community often express amazement at the close-knit 

nature of our community.  That closeness is not an accident.  Much of it also has to do with organiza-

tion, and that organizing began when the community was young.  The many committees, Resident Di-

rectories, the Neighbor to Neighbor Volunteer list, the Resource Guide and Referral list, the monthly 

activities, community calendars, and quarterly Newsletters (among other things) are all designed to 

keep us connected.  (Check out the Newsletter’s birthday on page 28!) 

 

With that in mind, here is a short description of the many ways in which you can participate in keeping 

us Gander-like by volunteering.  All of the committees seek and welcome new members with fresh 

ideas, and are eager to share the structures and procedures already in place. ("Official" committee mis-

sion statements can be found on the community website.) 

 

VOLC Executive Board - Board terms run for one year and members are elected by residents in 

May.  The VOLC Board works closely with our management company, IPS.   

 

Grounds Committee - Working with IPS and the Board, this group monitors the "on the ground" con-

ditions for grass and snow removal and makes recommendations to the Board. 

 

Clubhouse/Activities Committee - Also working with the Board and IPS, these folks keep an eye on 

the building and plan monthly activities designed to entertain and unite. 

 

Communications Committee - This group's task is to keep residents well-informed of events and is-

sues that impact our lives and homes in the VOLC.  The Welcoming Committee and Special Events 

Committee are subcommittees of this one. 

 

ARC - Following the MDR guidelines, this group reviews residents' requests for exterior alterations 

to a home and makes recommendations to the Board regarding approval. 

 

Might you be interested in helping our community?  Check the list of com-

mittee members and chairs on page 2.  They’d welcome your help! 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/September_11_attacks
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gander,_Newfoundland_and_Labrador
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Newfoundland_and_Labrador
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Neighbors on the Go is the new VOLC Travel Club -  

 “Let’s get out while we can!  It’s later than you think!” 

 

The brainchild of Christine Killian, #70, this new club seeks to make it easier for VOLC residents 
to get out for fun more often.   Realizing that it’s often intimidating to go alone, Christine envisioned a three-
pronged approach to help us get out with friends: 

1. An email group of neighbors who would  like to serve as potential 
buddies for outings like going to a movie, the beach, lunch or out-of-
the-ordinary shopping trips - really anywhere folks might like a com-
panion.   That neighbor list has been compiled and is in use.  The first 
“buddy” trip was to an authentic Bavarian restaurant close by in 
Maryland.   

2. Day trips, starting and ending at the clubhouse for maximum conven-
ience.  Plans for three trips have been finalized and next year’s plan-
ning has begun. 

3. Distribution of information to residents about other group spon-
sored  or travel company opportunities in the area, particularly for 
seniors.  There are lots of them! 

With the 
great variety 
of attractions within striking distance of the VOLC, 
it wasn’t hard to find a number of good day trips to 
get the adventures started.  Christine and her team 
(Cheryl Ford, Loretta Fitch, JoanMarie Powers, 
Maria Tricarico, and Cheryl Werner) quickly identi-
fied three viable destinations - The Grounds for 
Sculpture in Hamilton, NJ, Baltimore’s Inner Har-
bor, and The Dutch Apple Dinner Theater in Lan-
caster.  They then contracted with DE Express and 
arranged for pickup and return right at our own 
clubhouse.  What could be easier? 

Since the cost of the bus rental is shared among the travelers, 
it’s clear that the more the merrier will make it cheaper for 
all!  With that in mind, the Village of Red Lion, a sister Bench-
mark Community about 5 minutes from here, was invited.  
Their response has been very encouraging.   

If you’d like to be included in the Neighbors on the Go mem-
bership, let Christine know.  302-454-1098. 

If you have questions or suggestions, ask Christine 
or any member of the team. 
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Families 

Families... 

JoanMarie and Jim Powers enjoyed a rare visit by both sons at the same time.  John, (at left)  who 

works in Saudi Arabia, and brother Jeff, who lives in Seattle, enjoyed their time together.  While 

here, Jeff made good use of his time by building a  snowman, not quite finished in the photo above. 

 

 

From Cheryl and John  Dean -   

 

Two of our grandchildren were in Glas-

gow High School’s play “Shrek The Musi-

cal” the first weekend in March. 

At  left - Our granddaughter, Amanda 

Leonhard, played “Pinocchio”  

Amanda is a senior at Glasgow High 

School. 

 Right - Our grandson, Brandon Leonhard, 
played” Young  Shrek” 

Brandon is in 8th grade at Gauger Middle 
School. 
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(Families and Neighbors cont.) 

 

 

Right - Here’s the 

Kortvelesys’ newest 

great grandson, 

Judah, born Christ-

mas day in Charles-

ton, SC!  Brook and 

Bob now have three 

great grandsons 

and one great 

granddaughter. 

Laura Dickol is available for dog 

walking. Dependable and reliable! 

Rates reasonable! Call Laura at 

912-266-0289.  

The Bifano family enjoyed a wonderful vaca-

tion at Disneyworld, with the adults  enjoying 

the sights through the eyes of a tuckered-out 

3 year old Paxton.  Sue reports his “favorite 

thing” was EVERYTHING! 

At right - Back row - Daughter Marcy, son 

Craig and Granddad Fran, Daughter-in-law 

Bernadette in the middle, and Grandma Sue  

In front with Paxton, leading the pack. 

https://mailer-ses-track.23snaps.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.23snaps.com%2Finboundlink%2Fviewactivity%3Flang=en-GB%26utm_source=emaildigest%26utm_medium=email%26utm_campaign=general%26utm_content=photo%26v=2%26Data=V6sox8ozV43xKnU8Gn%25252FWl0YqYCpLBD2XtIHbO


A Super Rewarding Mission!  -From Mim Krout 

I went on a church mission trip in Costa Rica to a coffee processing plant/center run fully by women lo-

cated in Biolley, a 6 hour bus ride from San Jose.  Two of us from my church met up with a group of 15 

adults and youth from Stockton, California.  We worked for eight full days on four projects.  We worked on 

an addition for a woman so she would have a handicap bathroom and kitchen.  We laid cement block foot-

ers, shoveled dirt to level the area, (I think I loaded and moved at least 100 wheelbarrows) mixed and 

poured the cement base along with two native Costa Ricans.  We also stained all the wood on the top half 

of the outside of the house with two coats and painted the bottom half with a cool orange color. There 

was a dentist on the trip and he saw 54 people, adults and children, doing fillings, deep cleanings, extrac-

tions and buildups. Quite a blessing for them as most of them had never seen a dentist.  

We were served really good food.  Every meal had rice and beans, a source of a lot of laughter, with lots 

of fruits and vegetables.   Don’t speak a lick of Spanish but I played with the children and made new 

friends with their mothers and the ladies that cooked for us.   A super rewarding mission!  

Page 8 
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Pam Smith and Paul Wellborn enjoyed their recent stay in Key West.  Pam sent 

these pictures.  She said Saint Patrick stayed at the pub well into the night!!! 

Odette Haight and Len Krygowski recently traveled to  

Southeast Asia and Hong Kong.   

Stops included: 

Ko Samui, Thailand,   

Muara, Brunei,  Sihanoukville, Cambodia,  

Kota Kinabalu, Malaysia,  

Saigon, Da Nang, and Hanoi in  Vietnam,   

and Hong Kong. 

 

Above, left - Len tries out a blow dart gun in Malaysia.  At right, Odette and Len at the Great Buddha 

in Hong Cong.   
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Cheryl Werner - When I was in Catholic elemen-
tary school, our parish priest would pass out 
report cards.  Every year, he would say the 
same thing - “I don’t think there’s a Saint 
Cheryl.”  My mother would tell me to say that 

my middle name, Anne, was enough. 

 

 

 

Tom Skelly - Middle name Dale - came from Thomas Daley, fellow New York City 

boy who was in my father's company in WWII in Europe. Daley was killed in the 

closing days of the war - he was awarded the Distinguished Service Cross (2nd 

highest medal given for bravery after the Medal of Honor) for his action in a bat-

tle shortly before he died. He is buried in a military cemetery in Luxembourg.  I 

wrote to the Battlefield Cemetery Commission who manages our military ceme-

teries worldwide and they sent me a photo of his grave marker, along with a 

very nice laminated picture poster of the entire cemetery. Gen. George Patton is 

buried in the same cemetery. 

 

 

Christine Killian - I remember when I was a child in Germany, name days were cele-

brated more than birthdays, but not anymore.  You gave your child a second name, 

after a saint.  They even listed all the names of saints on the calendar.  My second 

name is Berta, named after my godmother, and I guess a saint.  I always hated it. 

What’s in a Middle name???  

In honor of Middle Name Day, several residents shared their stories 

Cathy Brindle - I was the youngest of 
eight,  and when my Mother had me, 
she had no middle name left for me, so 
my middle name came from one of my 

mother's nurses.  It is Ruth. 
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 around the 

At right - the rescheduled Birthday 
Celebration that took place on Mon-
day, January 14 in place of Sunday's 
snowed out Happy Hour.  Nearly 25 
people didn’t let Mother Nature keep 

them away again…..   

Above - January babies - Joan Dreibelbis, Lois Inglisa, Sharon Mutschler, 

Ruth Leaming and John Dean. 

At right - JoanMarie Powers got her birthday cupcake at Bingo the following 

night. 
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(Clubhouse cont.) 

 

 

In an appropriately 

decorated clubhouse, 

an early Chinese New 

Year celebration was 

held on January 26.  

Folks feasted on tradi-

tional Chinese dishes 

like spring rolls and lo 

mein, then polished it 

off with fortune cook-

ies and ice cream. 

Above, Activities Committee 

member, Janet Sanders, 

greets Mindy Steele. 

Below - Paula Kendrick, Mary 

Ohara, and Cindy Lewis. 

Top right - Wanda Search, Christine Killian, Nancy Halbedl. 

Right - Jo Ann Skidmore and Richard Cutone. 

 

2019 is the Year of the Pig, the twelfth of the zodiac animals. 

According to one myth, the Jade Emperor said the zodiac order 

would be decided by the order in which they arrived to his party. 

Pig was late because he overslept. Another story says that a wolf 

destroyed his house. He had to rebuild his home before he could 

set off. When he arrived, he was the last one and could only take 

twelfth place. (Chinese New Year.net)  Previous dates include 

1935, 1947, and 1959.  Were you born in the Year of the Pig? 

According to the Chinese tradition, “the Pig is the life-lover ar-

chetype, and, in 2019, we all need to learn how to take advan-

tage, in an intelligent manner, of everything that’s beautiful in 

life.” 

Now - that’s good advice! 
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(Clubhouse cont.) 

Remembering Jackie Dean 
On February 2, neighbors and 

family members gathered to re-

member Jackie Dean, who died 

on November 7, 2018.  Husband 

Eric told Jackie tales prompting 

chuckles, and he proudly read 

from her memoirs.  Neighbors 

shared stories of Jackie’s many 

kindnesses.   

At right, Jackie and Eric on their 

wedding day in June of 1965.   

At left, Eric with some of 

Jackie’s dolls collected on their 

many travels from Eric’s career 

assignments as a nuclear engi-

neer and on Jackie’s solo trips.  

 

 

 

 

Without a local team to cheer on in the Super Bowl, a group of residents still managed to en-

joy the game together. 

Jean Skelly’s “football” stuffed eggs and Christine Killian’s cake, admired by Ray Search and Janet 

Sanders, helped to keep people’s attention. 
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Above right - Loretta Fitch was the lone                             

February birthday baby.  

Above left, Barbara Lawrence and Steve Rapp, our newest 

residents, enjoyed talking with Paul Wellborn and Pam Smith. 

Left - Cathy Brindle and Norm Petterson. 

Lower right - “Birthday Bob” Dickol enjoyed  being sere-

naded in honor of his March birthday. 

Important Dates 

Kruisin’ with Kevin 

(Galm) - Join us on Saturday, 

April 27, for an energetic 

evening of the greatest hits of 

the last 5 decades - and be-

fore!    Dance or listen.  Either way, you’re in 

for a treat!                                    

   May 2019- VOLC Board Elections  -  VOTE! 

 

  Community Holiday Party - Sunday, December 8.   

  At the Rail -  Sit-down dinner, butlered hors d'oeuvres ,

  musical entertainment -  

  Mark your calendars now! 
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Cheers to you on 

St. Paddy’s Day! 
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On Thursday evening, March 14th, the Special events Committee 

sponsored a presentation by David Carpenter, Coordinator of Emer-

gency Management in the New Castle County Office of Public Safety.  

Mr. Carpenter - Dave, as he introduced himself - used videos, Power 

Point slides and personal stories to relate the mission of his office 

and to tell how our area fits into the plan for the whole of Delaware, 

should an emergency situation arise.   

What would you do if you arrived home to find Devalinder Dr. closed 

off due to a hazmat accident, a police action, or other unsafe condi-

tion?  What if an emergency situation outside of the community re-

quired us to stay in our homes for days?  What if we were actually 

told to evacuate? Do you have a family communication plan and sup-

ply kit with needed items for 72 hours? 

Although you’ll find more details on the next pages, Dave suggests these 

three things are essential: 

1. Prepare a kit - Have at least 72 hours worth of food, water and pre-

scription medicines. 

2. Have a plan - If you’re asked to evacuate, know where you’ll go and 

have an out-of state contact that family members can check in with to 

let them know you’re safe.   

3. Keep your gas tank at least half full at all times. 

OEM’s website address is  www.newcastlede.gov/oem 

Here you’ll find general information as well as sign-up forms for two services offered free of charge: 

Smart 911, which will make available medical and other information that you supply to first respond-

ers before they even arrive, saving precious minutes; and the Delaware Emergency Notification Sys-

tem (DENS), which will alert you of valuable information in the case of emergency via email or text.  

Dave reminded us that we should call 911 is case of any emergency - for Fire Dept, Police or Ambu-

lance.  He left  each of those in attendance with a tote bag and brochure.  You’ll find pertinent infor-

mation from the brochures printed on the next two pages. 

The evening provided lots of information, answers to some good questions and even mini pies in honor 

of Pi Day! 

     Are You  

  Prepared??? 

http://www.newcastlede.gov/oem
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Glasgow Park and Bank Barn     
Glasgow Park has something for everyone: a 2.7mile paved trail with fitness stations, wooded 

paths, playgrounds, skate park, dog park, basketball and tennis courts, fishing pond,  

pavilions and sledding hill!  

The Bank Barn features programs year round and is home to the seasonal  

Farmers Market and Flea Market. 

Fridays, 3:00pm – 7:00pm from June 7 - October 25, 2019  

 

FIX IT CAFÉ 
One 3-hour session, FREE 

Sat 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 4/20 

Sat 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 5/18 

Sat 10 a.m.-1 p.m. 6/15 

Bring that broken lamp, vacuum, waffle iron, sewing machine or any one item that you can carry. 
Work beside a volunteer experienced in repairs with the goal of taking something home that works 
again! Offered in partnership with Lowe’s of Bear and the UD American Society of Mechanical Engi-

neers. Volunteer tinkerers needed. Adults, Youth 10-17 with a Caregiver 

HISTORY QUIZTORY 

Presenter: Pencader Heritage Area Association 

One 1-hour presentation, FREE 

Thu 6:30-7:30 p.m. 4/18 

Thu 6:30-7:30 p.m. 5/16 

Thu 6:30-7:30 p.m. 6/20 

Battles, bad guys, heroes and innovators... our local history is down-right  thrilling!  Join the 
many fans of these fun expert-led presentations to learn about the area’s super-interesting past 
and see related artifacts and objects. Each presentation concludes with a fun mini-quiz and 

prizes. Ages 12-Adults 

More info at NCC Happenings Guide 

https://www.nccde.org/DocumentCenter/

View/3581/New-Castle-County-Happenings-Guide 

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/history-quiztory-at-the-bank-barn-at-glasgow-park-tickets-30140569254
https://www.nccde.org/DocumentCenter/View/3581/New-Castle-County-Happenings-Guide
https://www.nccde.org/DocumentCenter/View/3581/New-Castle-County-Happenings-Guide
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Six Stories of LIFE an internet story shared by a resident 

 

Once all villagers decided to pray for rain. 

 

On the day of prayer all the people gathered, 

 

but only one boy came with an umbrella. 

 

That's FAITH. 
 

 

    When you throw babies in the air, 

 

       They laugh because they know you will catch them.

          

          That's TRUST  

Every night we go to bed 

 

without any assurance of being alive the next morning, 

 

but still we set the alarms to wake up. 

 

That's HOPE. 

  

     We plan big things for tomorrow 

     in spite of zero knowledge of the future.  

 

               That's CONFIDENCE. 

 

 
 

We see the world suffering, 

 

but still we get married and have children.  

 

That's LOVE.  

 

     On an old man's shirt was written a  sentence 

 

              'I am not 80 years old,   I am sweet 16 with 64 years of experience!” 

 

                That's ATTITUDE! 
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Did you know? 

...that the Delaware Medical Reserve Corps of UD is offering their medical self-help programs to the 

public at convenient area locations, such as the YMCA on Kirkwood Highway and the Bear Public Li-

brary?  You can find the schedule and locations at: 

https://www.healthydelaware.org/Individuals/Diabetes/Self-Management-Program 

… that you should use your cell phone to call #77 when you see a traffic light that’s out in a busy in-

tersection?  Many times, this can be fixed remotely.  (#77 only works from a cell phone.) 

You can also use this number to report a street that’s not yet plowed when an emergency vehicle 

needs access.   

… that Senator Hansen asks that you call 911 to report people on street corners asking for food or 

money?  They will be transported to a warm facility and a good meal. 

… that you should call Earl Jaques at 302-577-8476 if you see a sink hole or pot hole.  He will contact 

DelDOT. 

 

… that household organizing help is available.  Barb Strasser needed help organizing her move and 
she found it with  Deb’s Household Therapy.  Deb’s services include light house and yard work, orga-

nizing, de-cluttering, packing/unpacking, healthy meal prep, errands and more.   

debshouseholdtherapy@gmail.com  or 302-836-6076.   

 

… that there is a log book in the clubhouse?   If you sign in and tell us why you’re there, we can bet-

ter plan for maintenance  and any proposed future improvements.   

REMINDER - IN ORDER TO ALLOW EMERGENCY VEHICLES ACCESS TO ALL HOMES, 

PLEASE ASK GUESTS TO PARK ON ONE SIDE OF THE STREET ONLY.  PLEASE KEEP 

THIS IN MIND AT THE CLUBHOUSE AS WELL - ONE SIDE ONLY AND NO CORNERS.  

THANK YOU! 

… that those pesky turkey vultures that line up on our rooftops 

are federally protected under the Migratory Bird Treaty Act of 

1918?  The picture at right is from Mount Holly NJ, a town that’s 

been invaded.  After fighting to no avail, they’ve decided to em-

brace them instead, understanding that they play an important 

role in the ecological system and in society, safely eliminating 

road-kill that could spread disease and make highways unsafe.  

Still, it’s doubtful the residents of the VOLC will be “embracing” 

them any time soon. 

https://www.healthydelaware.org/Individuals/Diabetes/Self-Management-ProgramC:/Users/SweetThing's/Documents/'18%20Camrys
mailto:debshouseholdtherapy@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Migratory_Bird_Treaty_Act_of_1918
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Migratory_Bird_Treaty_Act_of_1918


Did you know? Cont. 

… that under the Fair Credit Reporting Act (FCRA), Equifax, Experian, Innovis, and TransUnion, the four 
main credit agencies, are permitted to include your name on lists of folks with good credit and then sell 
those lists to creditors or insurers for them to make prescreened offers of credit or insurance?  In es-

sence, you are “preapproved” without ever having asked and these are firm offers.   

From the Federal Trade Commission:  

“Many companies that solicit new credit card accounts and insurance policies use prescreening to iden-
tify potential customers for the products they offer.  Prescreened offers — sometimes called 
"preapproved" offers — are based on information in your credit report that indicates you meet criteria 
set by the offering company. Usually, prescreened solicitations come via mail, but you also may get 

them in a phone call or in an email. 

Here’s how it usually works: a creditor or insurer establishes criteria, like a minimum credit score, and 
asks a consumer reporting company for a list of people in the company's database who meet the crite-
ria; or a creditor or insurer provides a list of potential customers to a consumer reporting company and 

asks the company to identify people on the list who meet certain criteria.    

The FCRA also allows you the ability to "Opt-Out", which prevents Consumer Credit Reporting Companies 

from providing your credit file information for firm offers of credit or insurance that are not initiated by 

you.   You’re “in”, unless you opt out.  If you want to remove your name from lists supplied by the four 

Consumer Credit Reporting Companies listed above for firm offers of credit or insurance, you will need 

to take action.   OptOutPrescreen.com is the official site authorized by the 4 leading credit agencies to 

allow the opt out to take place.  The personal information you provide is confidential and will only be 

used to process your request. You can also complete this process via phone by dialing 888-5-OPT-OUT 

(888-567-8688). 

And did you know?  

… that our area has been quarantined in regard to the spot-

ted lanternfly?   The lanternfly has been found in our zone 

and we are asked to be careful not to spread them. As Linda 

Trach testified in an earlier email, the pest can become over-

whelming and ruin our outside activities if measures aren’t 

taken to control the spread.   

Sue Bifano shared an article from the newsletter of Penn 

State’s Dept. of Agriculture’s newsletter.   Here are some 

steps they suggest: 

 Destroy egg masses.  Check for them on trees, rocks, ce-

ment blocks - any hard surfaces.  If you find them, either completely smash them or scrape them 

into a plastic bag and fill with rubbing alcohol or hand sanitizer. 

 Have your trees professionally sprayed with an insecticide that kills them.   

 Check your vehicles closely - undercarriages, windshield wipers, wheel wells, etc - for egg masses 

and the spotted lanternfly itself before traveling out of the quarantine areas.   
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Current members of the Architectural Review Committee - from left- Brook Kortvelesy, Susan 

Brubaker, Chairman Tom Skelly, Carolyn Aresu, and Mary Legreid.  Mim Krout and Nancy Weldin 

were not present for the photo.   

Members of The Architectural Review Committee are the folks who receive requests from residents to make 

a change to the exterior of their home. Their mission is simple: “To serve the residents of the VOLC in a 

thoughtful and respectful manner, carefully considering each request received, using the MDRs and the 

Guidelines to determine its recommendations to the VOLC Board of Directors.”  This group takes that mis-

sion seriously!   They work hard to ensure that residents are allotted the respect and optimum flexibility 

allowed by our MDRs, while also balancing the desires of the community as a whole, reflected in the agreed

-upon guidelines.  The group is proud to say that in the last year, all 24 requests they received were ap-

proved.  Tom Skelly, the committee chair, remarked that “We are all neighbors, we all want to live here in 

harmony.  We intend for this process to be a friendly experience.”  He emphasized the cooperation they’ve 

received from residents.   

The group lists several things that don’t require ARC approval - removing a dead bush or tree (not replacing 

them if you choose not to), grading to correct an improper pitch on your lot, filling in holes in lawns, even 

allowing a mulch bed to go vacant and eventually be grassed over.  What is forbidden though is residents 

doing any of these things in common areas!   

Susan Brubaker commented that this group hasn’t had to physically meet as often as in previous years, 

since all members are extremely responsive electronically.  Many requests - especially when clear and with 

pictures - can be approved via email.  Their turnaround time is down to 6 days!  At this point,  procedures 

are refined and the committee is working like a well-oiled machine!   

Request forms are available online at the VOLC website at myvolc.org and in printed form in the holder 

near the clubhouse kitchen.  The more detail included in the request the easier it is for the committee to 

make a recommendation.   
Thanks, Group!  Great job! 

http://www.myvolc.org
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Delaware Trivia -  History 

 

1. The Wilmington Thoroughfare now 

known as Martin Luther King Jr. Boule-

vard once had what earlier name? 

2. Where did Delaware get its name? 

3.  Before 1861, when federal money was 

first printed, the Bank of Delaware is-

sued what unusual denomination of 

money? 

4. What was the only skirmish on Delaware 

soil during the Revolutionary War? 

5. What three men signed the Declaration 

of Independence for Delaware? 

6. Bethany Beach, established in 1901, was originally used for what kind of gatherings? 

7. Delaware became the three southern counties of what territory in 1862? 

8. During the Civil War, Fort Delaware functioned primarily as what type of facility? 

9. To avoid anti-trust action in 1912, the DuPont Company spun off which two new powder compa-

nies? 

10. What was the early vocation of Thomas Fenwick, who gave his name to Fenwick Island? 

11. The land near Naamans Creek on the Delaware-Pennsylvania line was a popular site for what il-

legal activity in the early 1800s? 

12. Legend says Pea Patch Island got its name when it was formed by what? 

13. How many representatives does Delaware have in the US House of Representatives? 

14.  What is the meaning of the Delaware Indian name Lenni Lenape? 

15.  America’s first murder-by-mail case, which claimed the lives of two Delawareans in 1898, in-

volved what food?                                      

1. Front Street    2. From Lord De La Warr, governor of Virginia in 1610     3. Three-dollar bill   4. Battle of Cooch’s 

Bridge (1777)    5. Caesar Rodney, George Read, and Thomas McKean    6. Church retreats  7. Pennsylvania   8. A 

prison for Confederate soldiers  9. Hercules and Atlas   10. Pirate  11. Dueling   12. A shipwrecked cargo of peas  

13. One   14. “Original people”  15. Poisoned chocolates 
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Tired Dog... 

Awww…. 
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Upcoming Birthdays! 

 
April 
Joan Holstein 5th 

Bob Leaming  6th 

Patti Abernethy 7th 

Ray Search  9th 

Marilyn Abrams 9th 

Carolyn Aresu 10th 

Mary Legreid  10th 

Linda Trach  15th 

Paul Wellborn 17th 

Don Hobson  18th 

Sonja Lemanski 18th 

Fran Bifano  19th 

MT Lednum  24th 

 

 

 

 

 

 

June 
Marion Bowman 2nd 

Norm Petterson 7th 

Bernard Aresu 15th 

Judy Anderson 21st 

Cheryl Dean  23rd 

Joe Doto  23rd 

Paula Kendrick 25th 

Sue Bifano  25th 

Ken Riley  27th 

Sharon Dickol 28th 

 

 
May 
Becky Noetzel 2nd 

Brenda Durrett 7th 

Jean Skelly  14th 

Richard Cutone 24th 

Bill McNamee 25th 

Don Doto  29th 
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This is a personal story for me, so I’ll tell it in the first person instead of 

the editorial “we.”  I love editing the VOLC Neighborhood Newsletter and 

was recently delighted to find out more about its history.   

The very first neighborhood newsletter was published in the summer of 2008.  There were 34 homes and 

the Village News staff consisted of Bob Greenblatt, Ginny Pelachick and Paul Wellborn.  Word has it that 

Jane Crowe suggested the idea and Dennis Sabato got Bob involved with photography and printing.  Bob 

says he soon found out how costly color cartridges were(!), but since the mailboxes were all clustered 

together at the front of the community, the delivery part was easy. 

The article below, written by Paul, was the first to be published.  It’s clear that the mission of those 

early “settlers” was to create community through communication.  The mission remains the same today. 

 

“Welcome to the inaugural edition of the Village News. By starting this newsletter, we hope to accom-

plish a number of goals: 

 Facilitate communication between residents of the Village of Long Creek, 

 Provide articles of interest to the residents, 

 Provide a forum for the exchange of ideas and information, 

 Assist in the development of programs and activities of interest to residents, 

 Foster a community identity, 

 Help residents to get to know each other and interact.” 

in that first edition, there were stories about  Medicare, mailboxes, ideas for clubs, etc. - stories very 

similar to those in today’s issue.   You can check it and other early newsletters out at  myvolc.org - 

Newsletters - Archives.  For those of us who weren’t here in the “early days,” it’s a fascinating history 

of the community’s development.  For those who were here, it will likely be a fun stroll down memory 

lane. 

You may be wondering about my math - why I’m touting the 10th anniversary when the first newsletter 

was almost 12 years ago.  The answer is that it was the following year that the newsletter began to be 

published on a regular basis.  Sharon Dickol took over as editor and began to publish a quarterly news-

letter under the name Neighborhood Newsletter.  By the following year, she had perfected the format 

that I still use today.  I took over in 2016, trying hard to fill Sharon’s big shoes.  I’m still trying. 

The newsletter has certainly grown right along with the VOLC!   Thanks to all who’ve contributed over 

the years.  Keep the photos, articles and suggestions coming!  Try a stab at writing your own article or 

submitting a favorite recipe, a joke or an article you found interesting.  After all, as Paul first wrote, the 

newsletter is meant to be a forum for the exchange of ideas and information.   

The following pages contain just a few of the photos from the newsletter’s coverage of community 

events.  Check out more on the VOLC website! 

Happy Birthday, Neighborhood  

Newsletter!  By Cheryl Werner 

myvolc.org
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WHAT’S 

IN A NAME? 

It WHAT’S IN A NAME? 

It would be neat if our street had been named after 

a w Devalinder?) but the fact is a long At right 

The Village News is published to inform the residents of the Village of 

Long Creek about current and upcoming events and other items of 

interest. The newsletter is not a publication of Benchmark Builders 

and does not reflect any official policy or opinion of theirs. 

VILLAGE NEWS Staff: 

Bob Greenblatt (41) 

Paul Wellborn (55) 

Ginny Pelachick (59) 

 

Summer 2008 Issue #1 

Below, residents met at La Piazza de Caruso 

in 2010 to discuss plans for future events.  

Forming a social committee, they made 

quick work of filling calendars. 

From the first issue... 

 

   Ladies’ Book Club  

2nd Monday of each 

month, 6:30p.m. Rotat-

ing hostesses each 

month. Interested? 

Email Betty Schinzel. 

 

   Koffee Klatch 

(a.k.a. “Stitch ‘n Bitch”) A fun way to 

break up the long, cold days this winter! 

Contact Betty if you’d 

like to participate.  

   

These groups are 

still going strong! 
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It takes  

a 

Village 

to build a Community... 


